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OFFICIAL REPORT 
FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 


The following is the Report ofthe Secretary of War 
trans.nitted to the Senate by the President of the United 
States on the Sti April, in compliance with Resolu- 
tious adopted by that body on tne Isth February, re- 
questing infor.nation of the probable amount of appro- 
priations that would be necessary to place the land and 
naval defences of the country upon a proper footing ol 
strength and respectability. 


E DEPARTMENT OF War, Jpril 7, 1836. 

Str: In conformity with your instructions, I have the 
honor to transinit reports trom the Engineer and Ord- 
nance Departments, furnishing so much of the informa- 
tion required by the resolution of the Senate of Februa- 


ry 18, 1336, as relates to the fortifications of the coun- | 


try, and to a supply of the munitions of war. The former 
brauch of this subject has required laborious investiga- 
tion oa the part of the oificers charged with this duty, 
and their report has therefore been longer delayed than, 


under other circumstances, would have been proper, but. 


the whole matter was too important to have the inter- 
ests involved in it sacrificed to undue precipitancy. 


The Eagineer report was received.at the Depariment | 


on Friday last, and [ have embraced such 
intervening time as other official calls ret 


In fact, the division is, in both cases, an artificial line, 
through much of its extent, and a portion of the natural 
boundary overs scarcely any impediment to military op- 
erations. Under such circumstances, it seems altozeiie 
er inexpedient to construct expensive fortifications, 
which would do little more than protect the space un- 
under cover o! their guns; which are not required as pla- 
ces of depot, which guard no avenue of co.uwunication, 
and which would leave the surrounding count:y penetras 
blein all directions. Without indulging in any lumpro- 
per speculations concerning the ultimate destiny of any 
ortion ofthe country in juxtaposition with us, or look- 
ing for security to any political change, we nay aafely 
anticipate that our own advance in all the elements of 
power will be at least equal to that of the people who 
|adjoin us; nor does the most prudent forecast dictate 
any precautions, founded upon the opinion that our re- 
lative strength will decrease and theirs increase. The 
lake frontier, indeed, presents some peculiar considera- 
tions; and I think the views submitted by the Engineer 
Department, ——— Lake Champlain, are entitled to 
much weight. This long narrow sieet of navigable 
water opens a direct comuaunication into the stat s of 
|New York and Vermont, while its outlet is in a foreign 
country, and is commanded by a position of great natue 
‘ral strength. It is also within a few miles of the most 





ositions of the | powerful and populous portion of Canada, and open to 
a slight indis-| all its resources and energies. With a view, perhaps, 


— n would allow me to devote to its examination. | to possible rather than to probable events, it may be 


id not consider that any suggestions I could make 
would justify a further delay at this advanced stage of 


deemed expedient to construct a work at soine proper 
site within our boundary which shall close the entrance 


the session, while at the same time, I ain aware that) of the lake to all vessels ascending its outlet. As such 
this letter will need all the allowance which these cir-!a work, however would be an advanced post, and, from 


cumstances can claiin for it. | 


| 


It is obvious that, in the consideration of any general | 


and perinanent systein of national defence, coinprehen- 
Sive views are not only necessary, but professional ex-| 
— and a knowledge of practical details: such in- 
formation, in fact, as must be obtained by long and 
careful attention to the various subjects which forin the 

elements of this inquiry. Although, therefore, I do not 
concur in all the sugzestions contained in these reports, | 
and more particularly in those which relate to the na- | 
ture and extent of some of our preparations, still I have | 
thought it proper to lay them ciire you, rather than | 
to substitute any peculiar views of my own for them. | 
Both furnish facts highly interesting to the community; ' 
and if they anticipate dangers which it may be thought 

are not likely to happen, and suggest preparations | 
which future exigencies will not probably require, they | 
are still valuable documents, presenting the necessary | 
materials for the action of the Legislature. The report 

froin the Engineer Department, in particular, evinces | 
an accurate knowledge of the whole subject, while, at, 
the same time,its general views are sound and compre- | 
hensive. I consider it a very able document. 

Under these circuinstances, [ have thought it proper 
to subnit some general remarks, explanatory ot my 
own views, concerning a practical system of defence, 
and which will show how far the plans and details are 
in conformity with my opinion. I feel that this course 
is due to myself. 

I shall confine my observations to the maritime fron- 
tier. Our inland border rests, in the Southwest and 
Northeast, upon the possessions of civilized nations, and 
requires defensive preparations to meet those contin- 
gencies only, which, in the present state of society, we 
may reasonably anticipate. in the existing intercourse 
of nations, hostilities can scarcely overtake us so sud- 
denly as not to leave time to move the necessary force 
to any point upon these frontiers, threatened with attack. 
I am not aware of any peculiar position upon either of 
these lines of separation which commands the approach- 


circumstances peculiarly liable to attack, its extent and 
defences should be in proportion to its exposure. 

There is already a considerable commercial marine 
upon the four great lakes, Ontario, Erie, Huron, and 
Michigan, which are opened to the enterprise of our cit- 
izens; and this will increase with the augmenting po >- 
ulation which is flowing in upon the regions washed 
by these internal seas. It is obvious that, froin natural 
causes, the physical superiority will be found upon the 
southern shores of these lakes. The resolution of the 
Senate embraces the inquiry into the onperernen of 
constructing permanent fortifications in this quarter. 
And this inquiry properly divides itself into two bran- 
ches: 

Ist. The policy of fortifying the harbors upon the 
lakes; and 

2d. The policy of commanding, by permanent works, 
the communications between them. 

Both of these measures presuppose that the naval su- 
periority upon these waters may be doubtful. But it is 
difficult to foresee the probable existence of any circum- 
stances which would give this ascendency to the other 
party. It is unnecessary to investigate the considera- 
tions which bear upon this subject, as they are too ob- 
vious to require examination. They are to be seen and 
felt in all those wonderful evidences of increase and im- 
provement which are now in such active operation. A 
victorious fleet upon these lakes could disembark an ar- 
my at almost any point. Ifa harbor were closed by for- 
tifications, they would only have to seek the nearest 
beach, and land their men from boats, so that no defen- 
ces we could construct would secure us against invasion; 
and temporary block houses and batteries would proba- 
bly be found sufficiently powerful to repel the attacks of 
any vessels seeking to enter the narrow harbors upon 
the lakes, if we could foresee the existence of any cir- 
cumstances which would induce an enemy to endeavor 
to force an entrance into them. 

As to the communication between the lakes, the in- 
quiry from geographical causes is necessarily restricted 








es to the country, or whose possession would give 
much superiority to an invading or defensive force. 


to that from Take Erie to Lake Huron, and to the 
straits of Michilmackinac. Of the former, almost sixty 
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miles consist of two riyers, completely commanded from 
their opposite banks, while the entrance into one of 
these, tne river St. Clair, is impeded by a bar, over 
which there is but abought eight feet of water. No ar- 
med vessel could force their way up these rivers while 
the shores were in an eneiny’s possession, who might 
construct batteries at everv projecting point, and wus, 
in fact, might in many places sweep the decks with 
musketry. As to the straits of Michiiiimackinack, they | 
are too broad to be commanded by stationary fortifica- | 
tions, even if any circumstances should lead to the con- | 
struction and equipment of a hostile fleet upon the bleak | 
and remote shores of Matchedask bay, in the northeas- 
tern extremtiy of Lake Huron, 


Iam therefore of opinion that our lake frontier requires 
no permanent defences, and that we may safely rely 
for its security upon those resources, both in the person- 
nel and materiel, which the extent and other advantages 
our country insure to us, and which must give us the 
superiority in that quarter. 


It may, perhaps, be deemed expedient to establish a 
depot for the reception of munitions of war in some part 
of the peninduls of Michigan, and to strengthen it by 
such defences as will enable it to resist any coup de main 
which may be attempted. From the geographical features 
of the country, our possessions here recede from their 
natural points of support, and are placed in immediate 
contact with a fertile and populous part of the neighbor- 
ipgcolony. In tie event of disturbances, the ordinary 
communications might be interrupted, and it would pro- 
bably be advisable to have in deposite a supply of all the 
necessary means for offensive or defensive operations; 
and to place these beyond the reaeh of any enterprising 
officer who might be disposed by a sudden movement, to 
gain possession of them. ‘The expenditure for such an 
object would be comparatively unimportant, even should 
the contingency be judged sufficiently probable to justi- 
fy precautionary measures. 

~Phad the honor, in a communication to the chairman 
of the Committee on Military-Atfairs of the Senate, 
dated February 19, 1836, a copy of which was sent to 

_the*chairman of the Committee on Military affairs of 
‘the-House of Representatives, to suggest the mode best 
aflapted, in my opinion, to secure our frontier against 
the‘depredations of the Indians, The basis of the plan 
was the establishment of a road from some point upon 
the Upper Mississippi to Red river, passing west of Mis- 
souri and Arkansas, and the construction of posts in 
roper situations along it. I think the ordinary mode 
of construction ought not to be departed from. Stock- 
aded forts, with log block-houses, have been found ful- 
iy sufficient for all the purposes of defence against In- 
ians. They may be built speédily with little expense, 
and when necessary, by the labor of the troops. Our 
Indian boundary has heretofere been a receding, not a 
stationary one, and much of it is yet of this character. 
And even where we have planted the Indians who have 
been removed, and guarantied their permanent occupa- 
tion of the possessions assigned to them, we may find it 
necessary, in the redemption of the pledge we have giv- 
en to protect them, to establish posts upon their exterior 
tGoundary, and thus prevent collisions between them 
and the ruder indigenous tribes of that region. I think, 
therefore, that no works of a more permanent character 

than these should be constructed upon our frontier. A 
cordon establishment at proper distances upon such 

4 road, wjth the requisite means of operation deposited 

im the posts, and with competent garrisons to occupy 
-them, would, probably, afford greater security to the 
advanced settlements than any other measures in our 

wer. The dragoons should be kept in motion along 
i¢-duying the open season of the year, when Indian dis- 
turbances are most to be apprehended, and their pre- 
‘sence and ge Ad movement would tend powerfully 

restrain the. predatory disposition of the Indians; and 
if any sudden impulse should operate ordrive them into 
hostiitics, the means of assembling a strong force, with 








now in the rear of this proposed line of. operations.. 
should be abandoned; and the garrisons transterred to it. 
But it is upon our maritime irontier that we are most. 
exposed, Our coast for three thousand miles is washed.. 
by the ocean, which separates us from those_nations- 
who have made the highest advances in all the arts, and. 
particularly in those wnich ininister to the operations of 
war, and with whom, froin our intercourse and political 
relations, we are most liable to be drawn into collision. 
If this great inediuin of communication, the element at 
the same tine of separation and ot union, interposes pe- 
culiar obstacles to the progress of hostile demonstrations, 
it also oiters advantages which are not less obvious, and: 
whicu, to be successtuily resisted, require corresponding- 
arrangements and exertions. These advantages depend 
on the economy and facility of transportation, on the. 
celerity of movement, and on the power of an enemy to, 
threaten the whole shore spread out before him, and ta; 
select his point of attack at pleasure. A powerful hos- 
tile fleet upon the coast of the United States presents: 
soine of the features of a war, where a heavy mass is: 
brought to act against detachments which may be cut: 
up in detail, although their combined force would exe, 
ceed the assailing toe. Our points of exposure are s@ 
numerousand distant that it would be impracticable te: 
keep, at each of them, a force competent to resist the: 
attack of an enemy, prepared by his nayal ascendency. 
and his other arrangements, to make a sudden and vigo- 
rous inroad upon our shores. . It becomes us therefore: 
to inquire how the consequences of this state of things: 
are to be best met ana averted, 
The first and most obvious, and in every point of view: 
the most proper method of defence, is an augmentation 
of our naval means to an extent proportioned to the re- 
sources and the necessities of the nation. I do not-meam: 
the actual construction and equipment of vessels:only3: 
the number of those in service taust depend on the state: 
of the country at a given period; but I mean the collees 
tion of all such materials as may be preserved without 
injury, and a due encouragement of those branches of 
interest essential to the growth of a navy, and which 
may be properly nurtured by the Government so that, 
on the approach of danger, a fleet may put to sea, with 
out delay, sufficiently powerlul to meet any force which 
will probably be sent to our coast. 
Our great battle upon the ocean is yet to ‘be fought, 
and we shall gain nothing by shutting our eyes to the nae 
ture of the struggle, or to the exertions we shall find it 
necessary to make. All our institutions are essentially 
pacific, and every citizen feels that his share of the 
common interest is affected by the derangement of bus 
iness, by the enormous expense,and by the uncertain 
result of a war. This tacking presses upon the commu- 
nity and the Government, and isasure guaranty that we 
shall never be precipitated into a contest, nor embark 
in one, unless imperiously required by those eonsides 
rations which leave no alternative between resistance 
and dishonor. Accordingly, all our history shows that 
we are more disposed to bear while evils oughtto be 
borne, than toseek redress by appeals to arms ; still, 
however, a contest must come, and it behooves us, while 
we have means.and the opportunity, to look forward to 
its attendant circumstances, and to prepare for the conse- 
quences. “a 
It is no part of my object to enter into the details-of 
a naval establishment. That duty will be much more 
appropriately and ably performed by the’ proper  de- 
partment ; but as some of the views I shall present on 
the subject of our system of fortifications must be mate- 
rially affected by any general plan of naval operations 
which, in the event of hostilities, might be adopted, Lam 
necessarily led-fto submit a few remarks, not ‘profess 
sional, but. general, upon the extent and employment 
of our military marine, “4 
There is as little need of inquiry now into our moral‘as 
intoour ti maa capacity to maintain a navy, and tomeet 
upon'equal terms'the ships and seamen of any other na- 


tion. Our extended commerce, créating and created by 





all necessary supplies, would be at hand. And as cir- 
Bohances permit, the posts in the°fndian country, 


those resources which are essentia] to the building and 
equipment of fleets, removes all doubt upon one point’; 
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and the history of our navalenterprise, from the moment 
when the colors were first hoisted upon the hastily pre- 
ared vessels, at the commencement of our revolutionary 
straggie, to the last contest in which any of our ships 
have been engaged, is equally s.tisfactory upon the 
other.. @he achievements of our navy have stamped its 
character with the country and'the world. The simple 
reeitai of its exploits is the highest eulogium whieh can 
be pronounced upon it. 
ith ainpie means, therefore, to meet u pon the ocean 
by which they must approach us, any armainents that 
may be destined for our shores, we are called upon by 
every prudential consideration to do so. In the first 
place, though all wars in which we may be engaged 
will probably be defensive in their character, underta- 
ken to resent or repel some injury, or to assert some 
right, and rendered necessary by the conduct of other 
nations, still the objects of the war can be best attained 
by its vigorous prosecution. Defensive in its causes, 
it should be oitensive in its character. The greater in- 
jury we can inflict upon our opponent, the sooner and 
the more satisfactory will be the redress we seek. Our 
principal belligerent measures should have for their aim 
to attack our antagonist where he is most vulnerable. 
If we are to receive his assaults; we abandon the van- 
tage ground; and endeavor, in etiect, to compel him to 
do.us justice, by inviting his descent upon our shores, 
and by all those consequences which mark the progress 
of an invading force, whether for depredation or for 
conquest. By the ocean only can we be seriously as- 
sailed, and by the ocean only can we seriously assail 
any Power with which we: are likely to be brought into 
collision. 

But independently of the policy of making an adver- 
sary feel the calamities of war. it is obvious that, even 
ina defensive point of view alone, the ocean should be 
our great field of operations. No one would advocate the 
project of endeavoring to make our coast impervious 
to attack. Such a scheme wonld be utterly impracti- 
cable ~A superior fleet, conveying the necessary troops, 
could effect a landing at numerous points upon our 
shores, even if the best devised plan of fortifying them 
were consummated. And, from the nature of maritime 
operations, sich a fleet could bring its whole strength 
to bear upon any particular position, and, by threaten- 
ingsor assailing various portions of the coast, either an- 
ticipate the tardy movements of troops upon land, and 
effect the object before their concentration, or render 
it necessary to keep in service a force far superior to 
that of the enemy, but so divided as to be inferior to it 
upon any given point. These dangers and difficulties 
would be averted or avoided by the maintenance of a 
fleet. competent to meet any hostile squadrons which 
might be detached to our seas. Our coast would thus 
be defended on the ocean, and the calamities of war 
would be as little felt as the circumstances of such a 
conflict would- permit. 

-As to the other advantages of a Navy, in the pro- 
tection of commerce, they do not come within the scope- 
of iy inquiries; and are not therefore adverted to. Nor 
is it necessary, or indeed proper, that I should present 
those considerations of distance, of exposure, and of sta- 
tion, which would render a fleet numerically inferior, in 
the aggregate, to that of the enemy, yet still sufficiently 
powerful, upon our own coasts, to meet and overcome 

ny armament which could probably be sent here. 

- It-seems to me, therefore, that our first and best forti- 
fication is the Navy. Nor do I see any limit to our na- 
val magneton, except those imposed by a due regard 
te-the public revenues from time to time, and by the 
probable condition of other maritime:nations. Much of 

he materiel employed in the construction and equipment 
of, yegsels is almost indestructible, or, at any rate, may 

preserved for a long series of years; and if ‘ships can 
dethus kept without injury upon the stocks, by being 
‘built under cover, I do not see what:should restrain us 
from proceeding to build as many as may be deemed 
Mecessary, and as fast as a due regard to: their. economi- 





¢al and substantial construction will it, and to. col- 
Jeet and prepare for immediate: use all the munitions of 


war, and other articles of equipment not liable to injury 
or decay by the lapse of time. Nordo I see that these 
preparations should b« strictly graduated by the number 
of seamert who would probably enter the service at this 
time, or within any short period. To build and equip 
vessels properly requires much time, as well with reter- 
ence to the execution of the work as to the proper 
condition of the materiais employed. And the costl 
experiment made by England, when she too hastily 
increased her fleet, about thirty years ago, by building 
ships with improper materials and bad workmanship, 
ought to furaish us witha profitable lesson. ‘These ves- 
sels soon decayed, after rendering very little service, 
Naval means should therefore be provided at a period of 
leisure, to be ready for immediate employment in a pe- 
riod of exigency ; and a due regard to prudence dictates 
that these means should so far exceed the estimated de- 
mands of the service as to supply in the shortest time, 
any loss occasioned by the hazards of the ocean and the 
accidents of war. We may salely calculate that the 
number of seamen in the United States will increase in 
proportion to that rapid augmentation which is going on 
in all the other branches of national] interest. If we as- 
sume that, ata given period, we may expect to embark 
in war, our capacity to man a fleet will exceed our pre- 
sent means by a ratio not difficult to ascertain. And 
even then, by greater exertions, and perhaps higher 
wages, a larger portion may be induced to center the naval 
service, while no exertions can make a corresponding 
addition to the Navy itself, but at a loss of time and ex- 
pense, and a sacrifice of its permanent ipterest. 

But whatever arrangements we nay make to overcome 
any naval arimaments sent out to assail us, we are lable 
to be defeated and to be exposed to all the consequences 
resulting from the ascendancy of anenemy. Ani the 
practical question is, What shall be done with a view te 
such a state of things? As I have already remarked, 
any attempt by fortifications to shut up our coast, so that 
an enterprising foe, with a victorious fleet conveying a 
competent force, and disposed to encounter all the risk 
of such an expedition, could not make his deseent u 
the shore, would be useless in itself, and would expose 
to just censure those who should project sueh ascheme, 
And on the other hand, the Government would, if possir 
ble, be still more censurable, were our important marie 
time places left without any defensive works. Between 
these extremes is a practical medium, and to ascertain 
where it lies we must briefly look at the various consi- 
derations affecting the subject. 

What have we to apprehend in the event of a wer? 
Is it within the limits of a reasonable calculation, that 
any enemy will be able and disposed todebark upon our 
coast an army sufficiently powerful to lay siege to our 
fertifications, and to endeavor, by this slow and uneer- 
tain process, to obtain possession of them? I put out 
of view the enormous expense attending such a plan; 
the distance of the scene of operations from the points 
of supply and ay oe with the consequent difficulties 
and dangers, and the possibility that the convoying fleet 
might be overpowered by a superior force, and the whole 
expedition captured or destroyed. All these are consid- 
erations which no prudent statesman, directing such an 
enterprise, will overlook. But beyond, there is a ques- 
tion bearing more directly upon the point under exami- 
nation. . Is there any object to be attained, sufficiently 
important to justify the risk of placing a body of land 
troops before one of these works, too strong to be car- 
ried by a coup de main, and endeavoring to destroy its 
defences by a regular investment? I think there can be 
none. ‘ 

I take it for granted that no nation would embark in 
the Quixotic enterprise. of conquering this country. 
Any army, therefore, thrown upon our coast, would push 
forward with some definite object, to be attained bya 
prompt movement, and by vigorous exertions. Our ex- 
perience, more than half acentury ago, demonstrated 
that an invading force could command little more than 
the position it actually-occupied. The system of forti- 
fications adopted in Europe is not applicable to our con-. 
dition. There military movements must.be made @pon 
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great avenie3 of co.o.nunication, natural or artificial, 
aid these are closed or defended by a fortress construct- 
ed with ali tne skill taat science and experience can 
Supply, aad with all the means that wealth and power 
Can couaind. An invading army must carry these po- 
Sitious by escalade or by siege, or leave suificient de- 
taciments to blockade them, or must turn them and move 
Ou with ail the difficulties attending the interruption of 
their communication, and with the dangers which such 
a forc2 ia their rear inust necessarily occasion. 

Works of this character are keys to many of the Eu- 
fopean states, whose political safety depends upon their 
preservation. Their possession enables their govern- 
4a2uts to meet the first shock of war, and to prepare their 
arcanze.nents, political or military, to resist or avert the 
coming stor.n. And, although, during some of the wars 
wiiica arose out of the French Revolution, when, from 
cases which history is now developing, the armies set 
at defiance the received maxims of military experience, 
aad, justifying their a pee rashness by success, re- 
duced, wita saexampled facility, or carried on their op- 

- erations almost in contempt of, the strongest fortifica- 
tioas, the sudjuzation of each of which had been, till 
ticn, the wors of a campaign, still the opinion is yet 
eatertaiued by many, that this system of defence is best 
adapted to the condition of the European community. 

‘rhere is also a striking difference between the politi- 
cal situation of those countries and that of ours, which 
gives to these defensive preparations a character of im- 

ortance which can never apply to the United States. 
Tne possession of a capital in the eastern hemisphere is 
too often the possession of the kingdom. Habits of 
feeling and opinion, political associations, and other 
c1ises, Coindine to give to the metropolis an undue as- 
czndency. Internal parties contending for superiority, 
and exteraal enemies aiming at conquest, equally seek 
to gain possessien of the seat of Government. And the 
most careless observer of the events of the last half 
‘e2ntary must be struck with the fact that the fate of the 
capitals and the kingdoms of modern Europe are close- 
ly connected together. Under such circumstances, it 
may be prudent by powerful fortresses to bar the ap- 
proaches to these favored places, and a to con- 
‘struct works to defend them from external attack, or to 
maintain their occupation against internal violence. 

But there is nothing like this in our country, nor 
cin there be till there is a total change in our institu- 
tions. Our seats of Government are merely the places 
where the business of the proper departments is con- 
‘ducted, ax] have not themselves the slightest influence 
upon any course of measures, except what is due to 
pabdlie opinioa, and to their just share of it. Ifthe ma- 
¢iin2 itself wer2 itinerant, the result would be precise- 
ly the sune. Or if, by any of the accidents of war or 
p2stilence, the proper authorities were compelled to 
change their place of convocation, the change would be 
wholly unobserved, except by the few whose personal 
coavenience would be affected by the measure. Nor 
have our co:nmercial canitals any more preponderating 
12112 thaa our political ones. And although their 
crpture by an en2 ny, ant the probable loss of property 
ani derarzement of business which would be the re- 
silt, mizit seriously aifect the community, yet it would 
not protic? the slizitest effect upon the social or politi- 
cil systems of the country. The power belongs to all, 
aalis exercised by all. 

At follows, therfore, that an en2my could have no in- 
ditzy aszit ty hasid-aa expedition against any of our 
cities, 1iler tha eezectation that their capture and pos- 
S2isida would leat to volitical r2sults favorable to them. 
Wiashirzgtoa may ialeel be taken again, ard its fall 
wotll prolis: tie same 2. notion which was everywhere 
felt, voz. its for.n2r crpture was known. But an ene- 
my wl retir> fron it with as few alvantages as mark- 
el its first abratoanent, and, if his course were the 
san3, wit as few laurels as he won by its possession. 
I avid these re marks, because it seems to me that some 
of t1> priatiples of the Exropean system of fortifications 
my 933idly be transferred to this country, without suf- 
fisieat atteatioa having been given to those circumstan- 
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ces, both geographical and political, which require a 
plan exclusively adapted to our own condition. : 

I consider so.ue of the existing and projected works 
larger tnan are now necessary, and calculated for exi- 
geacies we ought not, with the prospects betore us, to 
anticipate. If such is the fact, the objection is not only 
to the expense of their construction and preservation, 
but also to the greater ditficulty of defending them, and 
the increased garrisons which must be provided and 
maintained. Tne hypothesis upon which their extent has 
been deterinined, is, that they may be exposed to invest- 
ment, both seaward and landward, and that they ought 
to be capable of resisting a combined attack; or in other 
words, that their water batteries should be sufficient to 
repel an assailing squadron, and that their land defences 
should be sufficient to resist a besieging army. 


It is certain that whatever works we erect should be. 


so constructed as to be beyond the reach of any coup de 
main that would probably be attempted against them. 
And this capacity must depend upon their exposure 
and upon the facility with which they can be relieved. 
But this proposition is far diiterent from one to consruct 
them upon a scale of magnitude which presupposes they 
are to be formally invested by powerful land force, and 
which provides for their ability to make a successful re- 
sistance. A dashing military or naval officer may be 
willing to risk something to get possession of an insula- 
ted post by a prompt movement, expecting to accom- 
plish his enterprise before his adversary can be prepared, 
or succor obtained ; and this, even when he looks to no 
other advantage than the capture of the garrison, and 
the effect which a brilliant exploit is calculated to pro- 
duce, and when he is aware that he must abandon his 
conquest with as much celerity as he attained it. But 
formal investments of fortified places, with all their dif- 
ficulties, and expense, and uncertainty, are only under- 
taken when there is some object of corresponding im- 
portance to be expected. We have works constructed, 
which it would require armies to reduce. Have we any 
reason to anticipate that they will be assailed by a force 
proportioned to their magnitude? 

I have already remarked that a European Power can- 


not expect to retain permanent possession of any part of: 


this country. If, therefore, he succeed in overcoming 
or eluding our fleets, and is prepared with a respectable 


land force, and ready to risk its employment upon our: 


territory, he can land at many points which we cannot 
close against him. His debarkation is not a question of 
practicability, but of expediency. If a safe harbor or 
roadstead offer itself, | there is no defensive work to 
prevent his approach, he will, of course, land at the near- 
est point to the object of his marauding enterprise. If 
there is such a work, it will be a question of calculation 
whether it is better to.attack and carry it, or to seek an- 
other, though more distant point of debarkation. 

I think there can be little doubt but there are few, if 
any, positions in our country which an enemy would.not 
under such circumstances, avoid. He would be aware 
of the facility of communication which our rivers, canals, 
and rail roads afford, of the powerful use we should be 
prepared to make of steam in its various forms of appli- 
cation, and of the immense force which, in a short time, 
could be concentrated upon a given point; and it is scarce- 
ly within the limits of possibility that he would venture, 
formally, to besiege one of our forts, or, if he did, that 
he would not repent his rashness. Neither the co-opera- 
tion of his fleet, nor the nearer proximity of the place. 
of landing to the object of attack, would induce him to 
seek these advantages at the cost which must attend the 
slow process of besiezing a fort, when by remnovinz to 
another position, he would land in saf2ty, and save in 
tine, in promptness of movement, and in his escape 
fro:n the perils of a doudtf il contest, more than he would 
lose by the di-Ference in distance. 

I am aware it may be objected that the weakness of a 
work might tempt an enemy to attack it, and that it may 
be supposed. the power of some of our fortifications to 
resist a stege may hereafter furnish the true treason why- 
they may not be compelled to encounterone. Certainly 
the stronger a work is, the less will it be exposed to dan- 
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ger. But this would not furnish a sufficient reason for 
making its defences out of reasonable proportion to its 
exposure. The true enquiry is, what circumstances will 
probably induce and enable an enemy to assail a given 
point, ayd with what force ; and how can we best meet 
and repel him? And I believe a just consideration of 
this proposition will lead to the conclusion that there are 
scarcely any positions in our country where an enemy 
would venture to set down before a work too strong to 
resist a coup de main. In the view, therefore, which I 
take of this whole subject, it will be perceived that I do 
not merely suppose an eneiny will not invest our larger 
works, but that they would not do so were these works 
much inferior to what they are, both in their dimensions | 
and construction. 

What object would justify an enemy in attempting to 
land an army upon our coast? He would not expect to 
lay waste the country, for such a mode of warfare is not 
to be anticipated in the present state of society. All that, 
under the most favorable circumstances, he could accom- 
plish, would be to gair sudden possession of a town and 
to levy contributions, or to destroy a naval establishment, 
commercial or military, and precipitately retire to his 
ships before his operations could be prevented, or his re- 
treat intercepted. I cannot, therefore, concur in the 
suggestion made in the Engineer report, that the first of 
tiree great objects to be attained by the fortifications of 
the first class should be to “ prevent an enemy from form- 
ing a permanent or even a momentary establishment in 
the country.” It is not suited to the present and pro- 
spective situation of the United States. I understand 
the establishments herein contemplated are not the tem- 
porary occupation of naval arsenals and cities for the 
purpose of destruction or plunder, because these objects 
are specially enumerated, but are lodgments, where 
armies may be stationed, and whence they may issue to 
commit inroads into the couutry. 

 Trefer, in these remarks, to our maritime coast general- 
ly. There are, nodoubt, certain points less equal to self- 
defence than others, and where the preparation must be 
greater. Of this class is the delta of the Mississippi, 
not only in consequence of its many avenues of approach, 
but because its great natural highway does not, at pre- 
sent, allow those lateral supplies of the personnel, which, 
from geographical formation and from the state of the 
settlements, can be speedily thrown upon most other 

oints of thecountry. This region, however, is admi- 
rably adapted to the use of steam batteries, and they will 
form its priacipal means of defence. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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ORIGINAL MISCELLANY. 


A SUMMER UPON THE PRAIRIE. 
No. I. 

Departure of U. 8. Dragoons from Fort Leavenworth— 
Officers attached to the Corps—Corps—Big Nemohaw 
—a travelling bridge—a novel craft—man drowned— 
Little Nemohaw—the Saline. 


Tvuespay, May 29th, 1835. 

Agreeably to General Order, No. 12, from the Head 
Quarters of the Army, dated March 9th, 1835, three 
companies of the regiment U. S. Dragoons, under the 
command of Col. H. Dodze, left Fort Leavenworth this 
day for the purpose of visiting the various tribes of In- 
dians inhabiting the country east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and between the two great rivers La Platte and 
Arkansas. The Officers attached to this command are 
Col. H. Dodge, commanding the expedition; Capt. L. 
Ford, commanding Ney, G; Capt. M. Duncan, 
commanding Company C; Ist Lieut. L. P. Lupton,. 
commanding Company A; 2d Lieut.G P. Kingsbury. 
Acting Adjutant; 2d Lieut. B. A. Terrett, Commissary 
of Subsistence; 2d Lieut. E. Steen, Ordnance Officer ; 
and Assistant Surgeon B. F. Fellowes. 

Our course for the first twelve days lay over that 
beautiful and highly interesting country, lying between 
the Missouri River on the East, and the Ottoe country 
and the Platte River on the West. This portion of 
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country has been so often described by other travellers, 
and particularly by Mr. John T. Irving, in a late work, 
entitled “Irving’s Indian Sketches,” that I shall pass it 
over, merely noticing some few of the most important 
events connected with the march to the Ottoe viliage. 

In consequence of the heavy rains which commenced 
falling nearly simultaneously with our leaving Fort 
Leavenworth, all the little prairie creeks, which in or- 
dinary seasons, contain little or no water, had become 
swollen to an aluwost impassable degree The first 
stream of any importance which it became necessay 
for us tocross was the Big Nemohaw. ‘Lhis river takes 
its rise in the Prairie, and aiter running a north-west 
course about one hundred miles, falls into the Missomi 
below the mouth of the Piatte. As was expected, we 
found it so high as to be nearly out of its banks, and with 
a current really frightful. ‘The great question then was, 
how are we to get our ordnance and wagons acioss 
the river? Various modes were suggested, Lut all 
seemed objectionable. At length a raft, or jam of logs, 
was found in a short bend of the river, whicti extenu-p 
completely across the stream, aud which appeared to be 
solidly eu:bedded in the mud at the bottom. ‘Fo throw 
a bridge across at this point, making the raft serve as © 
foundation, seemed the most feasible, as well as the 
most speedy and safe, mode of crossing. Accordingly 
a detail was ordered froin each company, which, uncer 
the direction of Lieut. Steen, commenced operations. 
Timbers were cut and laid about half way across the 
river, as a foundation on which to place puncheons. In 
less than three hours the bridge was half completed. In 
the mean time the river continued to rise rapidly. Atk 
at once, and while I was standing upon the bank of the 
river, congratulating myself and my fellow officers upon 
our good fortune, lo! the raft, bridge, and all, ‘took up 
the line of march “for New Orleans and intermediate 
ports.” At the moment the alarm was given that the 
raft was moving, there were nearly twenty men at work 
upon the bridge; and several others seated upon the 
logs, fishing in the Nemohaw. Such a scampering hath 
probably not been seen since the flood. Happily, al 
reached the shore in safety. 

After the disaster of the morning, it became nec2ssary 
to cast about for some other mode by which our bag- 

ge and such ot the command as could not swim, 
could be conveyed to the other side of the river. As 
good luck would have it, some one suggested the possi- 
bility, that the body of a small wagon belonging to one 
of the officers, might be so calked and otherwise re- 
paired as to answer in the place of a boat. After an 
hour’s work, this novel craft was launched in due form, 
and found to ride upon the water as though it had been 
its natural element, and by attaching ropes to each end 
of the boat, it could be drawn from shore to shore with 
great facility. While these preparations were going on, 
our enterprising friend Capt. G——, who accompanied 
the expedition as guide, was employed in constructing 
another vehicle which, to me, was equally novel. This: 
second non-descript was manufactured froin th> hide of 
an ox, which that morning had been butchered. With- 
in two hours from the time the ox was quietly grazing 
upon the luxuriant-grass of the prairie, his skin was’ 
upon the waters of the Big Nemohaw, and -conveving 
froin shore to shore a burthen of six hundred prinds.— 
In one day the command crossed in these boats with all 
its baggage without the slightest loss or accident. after 
which, the horses and mules were made to swim the 
stream. 

The Indian traders, Messrs. O’Fallon and Winter, 
who accompanied the expedition, wer? not equally for- 
tunate in crossing the Nemohaw. After crossing their 
roods in skin boats, and while they wer> enzaged in 
swimming their horses, one of their men was drowned, 
In attempting to swim his horse, he ws throw. frou 
his back ; and in endeavoring to regiin his seat, the horse 
struck him with one of his feet upon the back of his 
head with such violence as is supposed to have deprivel 
him of sense. He instantly sank, and owing to the 
swiftness of the current was seen no more. — 

A march of twenty-five miles brought us to tho Little 
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Nemohaw, a stream running nearly parallel with the 
Big Nemohaw, and which also falls into the Missouri. 
Although not so large as the first, yet we were compelled 
to cross it in the same manner, Having killed another 
of our beef cattle forthe use of the troops, we were en- 
abled to add another boat to our squadron. 

- Theonly stream of any importance, after leaving the 
Little Nemohaw, is the Saline. The water of this 
stream, when not swollen by recent rains, is very salt to 
the taste ; it is from twenty to thirty yards wide, with a 
rocky bottom, and may be forded without etamy. 
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MASSACRE ON BOARD A WHALE SHIP AT THE FESEE 
Istanps.—The New Bedford Mercury furnishes the 
following particulars of a massacre which took place on 
board the whale ship Awashonks, of Falinouth, at the 
Fejee Islands, by which Prince Coffin, of Nantucket, 
master, Alexander Coffin, and Mr. Swain, mates, and 
three seamen, whose names are not given, lost their lives. 
The date of the massacre is not given: 

The Awashonks while in the vicinity of the Fejee 
Islands ran near the shore, when a large number of na- 
tives come on board in the most friendly manner, bring- 
ing bread-fruit, yams, &c. which they presented to the 
captain and officers They showed immediately on 
coming ondecka great curiosity to inspeet every thing 
which they saw, particularly the harpoons, lances, anc 
spades in the boats ; and without the least suspicions of 

eir intention, capt. Coffin, took these instruments out 
of one of the quarter boats and showed the chief who 
eame on board, the manner which they were used in 
killing whales, and while he was employed in doing this, 


“hehad occasion to step forward a moment, and the instant 


his face was turned, a savage who had the boat-spade in 
his- hand, aimed a blow at the unsuspecting captain 
which served his head from his body, A general rush 
was now made by the savages to overcome the crew, 
some of whom fled below, others aloft, and a part pre- 
pened themselves to sell their lives as dearly as possible. 
he mate after a desperate struggle wrested the spade 
from the native who had killed the captain and laid him 
dead on the deck ; when he (the mate) went below for 
a moment, but returned on the deck and fought until 
overpowered by numbers and killed. The 2d mate 
jumped overboard and was killed while in the water. 
he.savages had now entire possession of the ship, and 
the. chief took the helm and steered for the shore, 
where she would undoubtedly have grounded in a short 
time, had it not been for the presence of mind of a 
ng lad by the name of Wood, belonging to Nantuc- 
ket, who was wounded and had fled to the cabin at the 
commencement of the massacre. He judged by the 
known character of the South-Sea Islanders, that if he 


cotfld succeed in destroying their chief, (who was at the |. 


helm) his followers would flee. The plan was no soon- 
er formed than executed, by discharging the pistol 
through the sky-light, which instantly killed the chief; 
at the sight of which, the ship was instantly deserted by 
the savages. Those of the crew who had hid themselves, 
now came on deck and immediately made sail for the 
Sandwich Islands, where the ship arrived in safety 
under the charge of the 3d mate as stated above.— 
Three of the crew were killed on the deck, nobly de- 
fending themselves. 

It is to b2 hoped (says the New York Commercial Ad- 
vertiser,) that the commanding officer of the sloop of 
war Vincennes, who was at the last accounts on his way 
to the Fejee and the adjacent islands, may have heard of 
the massacre of Capt. Coffin, of the ship Awashonks, 
and a portion of his-crew, previous to leaving the South 
Pacific ocean; that he may avenge the deaths of those 
valuable officers and men. 


Key West, April 16. 


“* Qn Monday, the 11th inst. the Cutter Jefferson, Capt. 


Jackson, arrived at this port, from St.’ John’s River, 
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having on board Major General Macomb, and his Aidde 
Camp, Capt. Cooper; and on Wednesday the 13th, she 
sailed again for Tampa Bay. 


Inptan AFFrairs.—The Jefferson, from St. John’s 
brought no very important intelligence of the move- 
ments of the army. It appears to be the opinion of Gen. 
Macomb and other officers. that the propositions made by 
the Indians to Gen. Gaines for a cessation of hostilities 
were not sincere. It is said the Indians have expressed 
their belief that in the several engagements with that of- 
ficer, they were the conquerors. Gen. Scott is moving 
down upon them in three bodies and we understand it is 
his intention, should the war not be over before the rains 
commence and the musquito season sets in, to take pos- 
session of every spot that is capable of affording nutri- 
ment to savages, and effectually confine them to the 
everglades and morasses of the interior unti] the season 
for operation again comes round. 


The Army Medical Board which assembled at Balti- 
more on the 21st March, in pursuance of orders from the 
War Department, examined and approved the followin 
named persons, applicants for admission into the Medi- 
cal Statt of the Army : 

Dr. BERNARD M. BYRNE, of Maryland. 
* AUGUSTUS C. TURTELOT, of N. York. 
“THOMAS R. JOHNSON, of Maryland. 
“FRANCIS L. SEWALL, of Alabama. 
“E. H. ABADIFE, of Pennsylvania. 
“RHETT J. MOTTE, of South Carolina. 
_ They will be nominated for appointment in the order 
in which they passed the examination, as above. 





From the Albany Evening Journal of April 20. 


FUNERAL HONORS TO THE REMAINS OF THE LATE 
GE\ERAL WILLIAM NORTH. ' 

In pursuance of arrangements made by Committees 
appointed by the legislature, the common council, the 
Military association, Burgesses corps, and the Union 
Guards, appropriate and impressive funeral honors were 
this day paid to the remains of this distinguished states- 
man and soldier. 

The legislature was escorted from the capitol to the 
mansion-house, by the Burgesses corps and the Union 
Guards, at half past 12. 

At 1 o’cloek the procession was formed under the di- 
rection of Col. W. J. Wortn, as Marshal, assisted by 
Capt. Rinccoxp, both of the U. S army, in the follow- 
ing order:— 

Union Guards. 
Albany Burgesses Corps. 

Hearse, flanked by the Military Association. 
Eight Pall Bearers in Barouches. 
Governor of the State. 
Chancellor, Supreme and Circuit Judges. 
Members of the Cincinnati. 

State Officers. 

Senate, preceded by its Officers. 

Assembly, preceded by its Officers. 
Corporation preceded by its Officers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 

At half past one the procession moved through the 
principal streets to the westerly bounds of the -city, 
where the remains were received by those who are to 

convey them to the family vault in Duanesburgh. 

Minute guns were fired by Capt. Srrarn, and the 
bells tolled during the movement ef the procession. 


From the Washington Mirror. 


We with great pleasure extract from a late number of 
the CincInNATI ADveERTISER, the following just ac- 
count of the. merits of Mr Retiry’s Vapor Baths, fiom 
the pen of Mr. Dawson, the veteran editor of that pa- 
per. Mr. Retity has made Washington his-residence 
for nearly four years, during which time his. deport- 
ment has been such as to gain the entire confidence of 
the sick, who have been placed under his hands, by the 
advice of physicians, and the esteem of all who»have 
had the pleasure of his acquaintance. As. to his baths, 
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there appears to be but one opinion respecting them 
among the surgeons of the army and navy, the medical 
gentlemen of this place, and the numerous persons, 
members of Congress as well as citizens, who have 
tsed them. Although differing from the editor of the 
Cincinnati Advertiser in some matters, we most cor- 


‘ dially nope with him, that the benefits of this impor- 
i 


tant application will shorly be extended to “ our bold 
defenders by land and sea.” 
VAPOR BATH. 


We are much pleased to observe by the Report of the 
roceedings of the Senate of the United States, that-our 


fellow citizen, Boyd Reilly, is likely to be at last reward- 
ed for his perseverance and assiduity in inventing and 


improving his Vapor Bath, froin the use of which we 
have known inany to have received important advanta- 
ges, and among others, we can say that we have experi- 
enced great relief from asevere rheumatic affection in 
both our arms, which a few applications entirely removed. 
_- Mr. Reilly has spent a long time in improving his 
apparatus, so as to make it available in the sick cham- 
ber, without removing the patient from the bed-side, 
and without the smallest inconvenience from the vapor. 
In this he has succeeded most completely. 

The bill granting him compensation for his services 
to the army and navy, and for the right to use the bath 
in both, passed the Senate unanimously, and we hope 
he will be equally successful in the House of Represen- 
tatives, for well are we convinced that government has 
hever extended its patronage or its favor to a more use- 
ful apparatus, or one more essential to the health of our 
bold defenders by land and sea. 





On the subject of the establishment of a navy yard 
at Baltimore, Mr. Jarvis, from the committee on naval 
affairs, submitted the following report to the House of 


Miereentatives on Friday, 22d ult: 


hat the Committee on Naval affairs, to which was 
teferred the resolution of the Mayor and City Coun- 
ceil of Baltimore in favor of the establishinent of a navy 
yard at that city, with instructions to inquire into the 
expediency of inaking such an establishment, have had 


_ the subject under consideration, and report ; 


‘That there are already two navy yards established 
within the capes of the Chesapeake, viz those of Wash- 


_ ington and Norfolk, which are abundantly sufficient for 


all the purposes of the Navy in this quarter. and the 


~ following resolution is, therefore, submitted : 


Resolved, that it is inexpedient to establish a Navy 
Yard at Baltimore. 

Miritary.—The following appointments in the Bri- 
gade of City Guards, have been made by the executive 
of Maryland: 

Samuel Smith, Brig. General and Commander. 

. Colonel William Steuart, Ist Regiment. 

Colonel Columbus O’Donnel, 2d Regiment. 

Lieut. Colonel E. P. Starr, Ist Regiment. 

Lieut. Colonel Samuel Manning, 2d Regiment. 

Major John Glass, Ist Regiment. 
. Major William Pinkney, 2d Regiment. 

Capt C. C. Jamison, 7th Company, 2d Regiment 

Lieutenants Hunt, De Ford, Fitzgeraldand Singleton, 
of 7th Company, 2d Regiment. 

Captain Charles R. Barney, 9th Company, 2d Regi- 
ment. Lieutenants, Barnard, Lentz, Mallonee and Ful- 
ton, of 9th Company, 2d Regiment. 





OrtGinaL.—‘ Mister Sailor,’’ said an old lady toa 
weather-beaten tar, who had called at her house for a 
luncheon, ** you must see a great many curiosities at 
sea?’ « O yes,’ said Jack, and immediately commenced 
telling of the great leviathans of the deep. “ But how 
do these great fish live?” queried the lady. 

O,”said Jack, “‘ much as the large fish tive on land—~ 
by devouring the smaller ones.” 

*« But they don't eat them raw, do they?” “Ono,” was 
the reply, “ every fifth fish carries a kettle on his tail for 


- cooking!”—Dunsiable (N. H.) Telegraph. 





- ———— eee 

CAPTAIN W. H..CHASE. “ef 
At a meeting of the citizens of Pensacola, unusually 

mumerous, held on the 19th March, Dr. Jonn Brosna- 

HAM, was called to the Chair, aud CHArnLEs LE Baron 

Esq. was appointed Secretary. The object of the meet- 

ing having been stated, it was é 
Resolved unanimously, That the citizens of Pensacola 

entertain for their tellow-citizen, Capt. Wu. H. Crase, 
as-an individual and as an oflicer, but more especially as 
an enterprising, untiring and devoted friend to the iin- 
provement of the country, sentiments of high respect 
and admiration—T heretore, 

Resolved, That a. Committee of thirteen persons be 
appointed to wait on Captain Chase, and to invite him 
to a public dinner, to be given by the citizens of Pensa~ 
cola, at such time as may best suit his convenience. 

The Committee appointed pursuant to the foregoing 
resolutions, waited on Captain Chase and presented him 
the following invitation : 

PensAcoLta, March 19, 1836, 

Sir: The undersigned have been deputed by the citi- 
zens of Pensacola and its vicinity, to tender you their 
cordial congratulations upon the safe arrival of yourself 
and family from your recent visit to the north. 

Your great exertions in behalf of Pensacola and the 
whole southwest section of our country, by projecting 
works of Inter:al Improvement and procuring the 
means for the prosecution and completion of those 
works, have been witnessed by its citizens with the live- 
liest feelings of gratitude. To your intelligence, perse- 
verance, activity, enterprise and weight of character, 
are we indebted for our present and prospective pros- 
perity. 

During your residence in Florida for six years and up* 
wards, in the discharge of your important public duties; 
your intercourse with its inhabitants as an officer, and in’ 
private life as a citizen, has ever been such, as to calf 
forth their unqualified admiration. 

The citizens of Pensacola and its vicinity, through the 
undersigned, beg leave to tender you, as a slight mani- 
festation of their esteem and gratitude, a pubhie dinner, 
at such time as will suit yoar convenience. , 

The Committee assure you, that individually, it af- 
fords them great pleasure in being the organ of this 
coumunication, and beg that you will accept their best 
wishes for your health and happiness. 

We are, with great respect, 
Your friends and fellow citizens, 

Rosert MiTcHELt, Henry Hyer; . 

Henry MtcHEset, Fro, T Commines, 

. Hanson KELLY, Joun CAMPBELL, 
JosEPH SHERRA, JosEPH GONZALES 
Fran’co MorEnNo, Juan Brosnanamy 
W.A. BELL, Prpro YNIESTRE, 
Henry AHRENS, 

To Captain Wm. H. Cnase, 

U. S. Engineer, Pensacola. 


The following is the reply of Captain Chase... 
PENSACOLA, March 19, 1836. 
To Robert Mitchel, Esq. and others Committee of the cit- 
teens of Pensacola. 

GENTLEMEN: Lacknowledge the receipt of your note’ 
of this date, which you did me the honor to present ‘in 
person, inviting me, in the name of the citizens of Pen- 
sacola, to partake of 2 public dinner, at such time as 
will suit ny convenience. 

It is with feelings of honest pride that, on this ocea- 
sion, I have received from the citizens of Pensacola, as- 
surances that my residence amongst them, during 
the last six years, has not been altogether unproductive 
of some good, although their partiality has greatly mag- 
nified it. I am free, however, to confess that I take a 
deep intérest-in the prosperity of Pensacola, and. trust 
that the praise-worthy exertions which its citizens 
have made and are now making to add to its national 
advaritages by the assistance of art, may be crowred 
with complete success. Looking tothat period, then, as 
one of great rejoicing to all whose exertions shall have 
contributed towards it, | will venture t decline the 
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honor which the warm heartedness and liberality of my 


fellow-citizens have prompted them to offer me, by a 
ublic dinner, and to suggest that any festivities of the 
ind be postponed until the work is done. 

_I beg leave, gentlemen, through you to express to the 
citizens of Pensacola, the assurances of my great respect 
and esteem, and for yourselves my best wishes for your 
individual happiness and welfare. 

WM. H. CHASE. 


From the North Rwer Times. 


A Revotvtionary Retic.—On the 19th of April, 
1775, a band of patriots, known as the Massachusetts 
Congress, and over whom the lamented Warren presid- 
ed, had assembled ata church in Bellingham, a few miles 
froin Boston, to deliberate upon the aflairs and condition 
of the colony. Among the number were the selectmen 
of the town, a minister of the parish, and the leading 
and inost respectable citizens. In the midst of their de- 
liberations, a King’s officer came dashing up to the porch, 
and supposing the meeting to be of a religions charac- 


~ ter, called out the Chairman of the Selectmen, and in- 


forined him that the Sheriff had received orders to issue 
election warrants to the Selectmen, and thereupon, plac- 
ing a letter in his hand containing the precept for that 
town, he again galloped away. The Selectmen return- 
ed to the conclave, and after some further deliberation it 
was determined to join the colonists and openly strike 
for liberty. 

The next day news arrived of the disastrous conflict 
at Lexington, and the murder of American citizens by 
British soldiers. ‘To arms! to arms!” was the cry 
that ran through every hamlet and kindled the patriot 
fire in every breast. From this moment important events 
followed each other in rapid succession. The brave 
Warren, true to the pledge made at the old church, led 
his injured countrymen on to victory, but unfortunately 
found an early grave amid the aecghier of Bunker Hill. 
Years rolled on, liberty triumphed, and peace once more 
smiled upon the land. But where were they who had 
gathered round the sacred altar of the Bellingham church 
on the 19th of April, 1775? Scarcely one remained to 
tell the story of that meeting, and among the absent, the 
Selectmen, like Warren, had laid down their lives for 
their country. Forty years afterwards the Selectmen of 
Bellingham were forgotten, or remembered only in the 
legendary lore of the times in which they lived. The 
church, however, which had been reared by their 
hands, and doubly consecrated to political and religious 
freedom, to liberty and to God, was still standing. At 
this time, the population becoming dense, it was deem- 
ed necessary to enlarge the church to accommodate the 
growing congregation. The task of directing the re- 
pairs was submitted to a person then attached to the 
church, but at presenta resident of this town. The en- 
largement of the building rendered it necessary to re- 
move the pulpit to another part of the house, and on 
raising the pedestal from a base it had occupied for about 
sixty years, what was the surprise of those present to 
find between it and the flooring, revolutionary papers, 
and, among them, a letter superscribed “to the Select- 
men of the town of Bellingham,” with the seal unbro- 
ken, and over the superseription the significant note of 
authority—‘ on his majesty’s service.” On opening 
the letter thev found the precept previously mentioned, 
anthorising the Selectmen ‘to hold an election of Re- 
presentatives to his Majesty’s Great General Court, to 
convene at Boston. on Wednesday the 31st day of May, 
1775.” It was dated at Boston, the 19th of April, and 
was signed by Stephen Greenleaf, Sheriff of Suffolk 
conntv. On the back of the precept was a blank, designed 
to be filled up with the names of the Representatives elect, 
signed bv the Selectmen and Constable, and returned to 
the Sheriff two days previous to the meeting of the Gen- 
eral Conrt. Here had it reposed in silence for forty 
years. and micht have still slumbered on had it not been 
disturbed by the unsparing hand of improvement. This 
ancient document is now before us, just as it was issued 
sixty-one years ago; and when we look upon its anti- 
quated letters, its capitalizations and the great reverence 














it manifests for his Royal Majesty, we cannot but 1e- 
flect—Where now is your Royal Majesty, with all his 
cruelty and oppression to the sutiering colonists? Where 
are his vaunted troops and lordly generals? They have 
all gone down to the grave, and are alike forgotten. 
And where are the Selectmen of Bellingham ? Eten 4 
too are gone, and so are most of those who fought wit 
them for freedom; and while their descendants are di- 
vided and quarrelling among themselves, the sons of 
their ancient enemy are stealthily undermining their 
temple of freedom, and if unchecked, will soon succeed 
in prostrating it with the earth. 


BRITISH NAVY ESTIMATES. 

A London correspondent of the New York Journal of 
Commerce, under date of March 7, gives the following 
account of a debate in the House of Commons respecting 
an increase of the naval force, asked for by Ministers. 


‘The navy estimates were brought forward on the 4th, 
which led to some discussion relative to the proposed in- 
crease of the marine force, as alluded to in the King’s 
speech. The total excess of the estimates over those of 
the last year is £246,000, which has arisen from the pe- 
cessity of augmenting the nuinber of seamen and ma- 
rines to the ordinary or yard craft. The increase in the 
vote of the present session is £254,000, and the number 
of new we 5000 men and 1000 boys, making the whole 
of the sea service to consist of 33,700 men, 9,000 ma- 
rines, and 2,000 boys. England has only ten line-of-bat- 
ue ships afloat, whilst Russia has 18 in the Baltic and 
had 23 more at the review at Cronstadt, independent of 
the frigates, small craft, and armed steamers. Mr. Hume 
objected to the proposed increase, though he ‘ admitted 
that the present naval estimates were the best and most 
complete it had ever been his fortune to see.” He con- 
tended that ‘the American commerce was quite as ex- 
tensive as the British; it visited every part of the world 
where the British flag had access; and yet the force 
whichthe Americans considered ample for the protec- 
tion of their commerce, was one-tenth of that maintain- 
ed by this country.’ Sir James Graham, a former First 
Lord of the Admiralty, read that portion of the Presi¢ 
dent’s message which suggests the employment of boys 
in the navy, ‘as a means of strengthening this nation- 
al arm,’ and congratulated himself on finding 30 pow- 
erful a supporter of his views on this subject as Gen. 
Jackson. One passage from Sir Robert Peel’s speech is 
worthy of profound attention, forit proves that the right 
honorable baronet has an idea that we are sleeping on 8 
volcano; ‘He was bound to give credit to government 
and not call for the precise basis on which this vote was 
founded. He saw jn the relative position of France and 
the United States a reason for maintaining our navy in. 
a state of great efficiency. Though there was no im- 
mediate apprehension of danger, yet considering the pecu- 
liar position of these countries,and the importanee of main- 
taining our own naval pre-eminence, he did think that 
if these countries took steps to augment their naval force, 
it was but exercising a provident circumspection on our 
part that this country should not remain idle, or be ne- 
cessitated to resort to sudden and comparatively ineffec- 
tual expedients for supplying the deficiency. ’ 

«‘ Notwithstanding Sir Robert tried to evade the real 
point, and attempted to throw the reason for the aug- 
mentation of the navy onthe quarrel between the Unit- 
ed States and France, yet I am glad that Lord John Rus- 
sell placed it on its right footing. ‘He- did not mean,’ 
said the noble leader of the Commons, ‘ to say that the 
disposition of Russia was other than peaceful; but still 
he contended that if other European powers increased 
their force, this country should not be supine on that 
point. Jt could not be told how negociations would end, and 
the country should always be prepared to resent insult.’ 
There is more—much more—in the passage that I have 
marked in italics than meets the eye; there are ‘nego- 
ciations’ going on now, relative to the occupation of 
Cracow, and who knows how they will ‘end.’ There 
has been a joint remonstrance sent from the Cabinets of 
St. James and the Thuileries, which, in well informed 
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circles, is stated to be a very strong and indignant one. 
The occupation of the Republic by the troops of Aus- 
tria, Prussia and Russia must be considered asa direct 
infraction of the treaty of Vienna, but, what is to be 
thought about the transportation of all proclaimed persons 
to the United States, I shall leave to you and your go- 
vernment todetermine. After a vote of 110,302 pounds 
had been agreed to for salaries of officers connected with 
the Admiralty, the Committee rose, thus agreeing, 
unanimously, to the proposed increase. I have been 
rather minute in the above, because at the present mo- 
ment, and under all circumstances, it cannot fail in prov- 
ing interesting to your readers.” 

_— 








WASHINGTON CITY; 
BER ODA Y pisisaseisves.cccscccee beasesccssccenses MAY 5, 1836. 


To CorresPpoNDENTS.—The Address of the Tem- 
perance Society of Fort Snelling, and the communica- 
tion, signed ‘ Justice, ’ in relation to Politics and Officers, 
are received, and will appear next week. 








‘« A new Theoretical and Practical Treatise on Navi- 
gation; in which the auxiliary branches of Mathematics 
and Astronomy, comprised of Algebra, Geometry, Loga- 
rithuns, plain and spherical Trigonometry, the motions 
of the Heavenly Bodies, Tides, variation of the Com- 
pass, etc., are treated of. Also the theory and most 
simple methods of finding Time, Latitude, and Longi- 
tude, by Chronometers, Lunar observations, single and 
double altitudes, are taught. Together with a new and 
easy plan for finding diff. lat. dep., course, and distance. 
By M. F. Maury, Passed Midshipman, U. S. Navy. 
“Cur non?” Philadelphia: Key and Biddle, Minor 
street, 1836.” 


We have a mortal antipathy, such as some men have 
to cats, to all long titles, because, nine times out of ten, 
like Macbeth’s “ Weird Sisters,” they hold out hopes 
and promises, that are never consummated, in the sense 
understood. Mr Maury’s book, we are happy to say, 
fur-ishes an honorable exception to our general expe- 
rience in these matters ; and, though his title page might 
almost pass for a catalogue raisonnée of the exact scien- 
ces, it is in reality nothing more than a true bill of the 
fare, which the reader, who sits down to the perusal of 
the work, will find faithfully spread before him, in its 
proper form and order. We can remember the time, 
not very distant, when a book, issuing from the gun deck 
of one of our men-of-war, would have been regarded 
as a prodigy—a thing entirely “‘out of the course of 
nature ;” but thanks to the “march of mind,” in this 
age of steam, our ships now seldom return from their 
periodical cruises, without bringing with them some 
evidence, that our naval glory is not limited to mere 
deeds of heroism. The country owes as much to the 
younger officers of the navy, for their valuable services 
in the cause of literature, as it does to their gallant elders 
for the laureis they have gathered in many an ocean 
fight. 

The system of examination to which midshipmen are 
subjected, conducted as it ought to be, and no doubt is, 
with rigorous and impartial severity, and often in cases 
where the youthful candidate for promotion has just re- 
turned from long service at sea, probably without a 
‘«‘ schoolmaster, ”’ and still more probably without books 
of instruction, or what amounts to the same thing, with 
books that required the explanation of a teacher before 
they could be understood, must necessarily render such a 
work as this of Mr. Maury’s peculiarly acceptable to the 
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service. It is true, as he modestly avows, that his book 
contains neither new theories nor new principles; but 
it is the more valuable, perhaps, on that very account, 
since it brings together, in convenient form and com- 
pass, all the elementary information necessary to the 
student, to enable him to comprehend established theories 
and principles ; which necessary information he would 
otherwise have been compelled to seek in various works, 
not always easy of access, and still seldomer suffi- 
ciently perspicuous to reward the labor of research. 
He, who can make the results of his own experience 
serve the purpose of facilitating the progress of those 
who follow after him in the same path of life, may per- 
haps be considered as much a benefactor, as the inven- 
tor of new theories, or the discoverer of new systems: 
it will, at least, be granted, that his labors are more im- 
mediately useful, and to a much wider extent. 

The work has been executed with great neatness, and 
much care seems to have been bestowed to render it ace 
curate, not only by the author, but by the printer, upon 
whose fidelity, after all, much of the value of every such 
work must necessarily depend. It gives us great plea- 
sure to be able to subjoin the following testimonials of 
the estimation in which the work is held by those having 
‘*‘ authority ” to bestow substantial fame. 








Navy DEPARTMENT, } 


April 9, 1836. 
Com. Jonn Ropcers, 


President of the Board of Navy Com’rs. 

Sir :—I have to request that you will add the « New 
Theoretical and Practical Treatise on Navigation,” by 
M. F. Maury, Passed Midshipman, to the list of books 
furnished vessels of the Navy going to sea. 

I am respectfully, yours, 
M. DICKERSON. 


U.S. N.S. New York, Jan. 19, 1836. 

DEAR Sx :—I have had much pleasure in the perusal of 
your ee New Theoretical and practical Treatise on Navigae 
tion ;*’ the plan and arrangement of which are original ; it 
contains little or nothing superfluous, and every part of it 
appears to be as clear and intelligible as the nature of the 
subject will admit. Such a work has long been wanted jn 
our Naval Schools and on buard our vessels of war. I ine 
tend to make use of it in the Naval School on this Station, 
eae Sar on gona hg be used by all the Professors of 

athematics an autical science i 
en yoy in the Navy of the 

Iam, dear Sir, yours respectfully, : 
EDWARD C. WARD, 
Prof. Math. U. S. N. 
Passed Mid. Mattuew F. Mavry, 
U. S. Navy. 
U.S. Navy Yarp, 
: Gosport, 7th March, 1836. 

I have examined a Treatise on Navigation, written by 
M.-F Maury, of the U. S. Navy, and have no hesitation 
in recommending it to students of that science. The ex- 
planations are clear, the views are illustrated by many ex- 
amples, and the new arrangement of some of the tables 
exemplify the calculations of the Navigator. 

Mr. Maury is deserving of great credit for that work, 
and I wish him every success. 

P. J. RODRIGUEZ, 
Prof. Math. U. 8. N. 





A SumMMER ON THE PrairiE.—We are indebted 
to an officer, who accompanied the detachment. of the 
U.S. Dragoons under Col. Dodge last sumuner, for a 
journal of the expedition ; the first number will be 
fourd in this paper, and the series wilt be continued from 
week to week until completed. 
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Cruis—E oF THE ViNCENNES.—We are happy to 
learn by a letter from Captain Aulick to the Secretary 
of the Navy, a copy of which we have obtained, that 
this ship arrived at Lintin on the 2d January. 

The letter is dated on the 6th Jan. and the following 
are extracts from it. 


«In the course of my passage across the Pacific, I vi- 
sited the Washington or Northern Marquesas, the Soci- 
ety, the Friendly, and the Navigator Islands; Wallis’s 
Island, Rotumah, Guain, Lord North’s, and the Pellew 
Islands. From the last named [ brought olf, after con- 
siderable difficulty with the Chiefs, the only remaining 
men (two) of the crew of the Mentor, left there as hos- 
tages, by Capt. Barnard in 1332. Of the six of his crew, 
which he lefton North’s Island, four died, and two made 
their escape in a passing vessel some months ago. 

“ T have taken, off the diiferent islands I have touched 
at, in all twenty American seamen, who had been left 
on shore, in a destitute condition, by different whalers 
and traders ; the greater part of whom I have put on 
board, by their own consent, of various American ves- 
sels that were in want of hands, 

“We have all enjoyed remarkably good health, and 
there are this day but five on the surgeon’s report, and 
those with but trifling complaints. I had but a few days 
since anticipated the gratification of being able to report 
thisinteresting cruise had b2en thus far acco:nplished 
without the occurrence of a sinzle casualty or accident 
of any description whatever ; but unfortunately on the 
very day we entered the China Sea, William Williams 
(O. Sea.) fell from aloft overboard, and although the life- 
buoy was dropped near him, and every effort promptly 
made to save him, he was so much injured by the fall 
that he almost immediately sank and was lost. 

«© T shall leave here for the West coast of Sumatra, by 
way of the Straits of Malacca,so soonasI have put ny 
sails and rigging in order, and taken in the necessary 
supplies of provision and water, which will probably be 
about the 25th inst., and I hope to arrive in the United 
States in all June.” 





The Norfolk Beacon of Friday says:—* We learn 
that the U. S. frigate Cotumsra, recently launched at 
Washington, will leave that place in a few days for the 
Navy Yard, Gosport, where she will be fitted out. Her 
destination is said to be the coast of Brazil, where she 
will hoist the broad pendant of Commodore BALLarp.” 
Upon enquiry, we cannot find that any orders have yet 
been given as to the removal of the Columbia to Norfolk ; 
but there is no doubt that she will be sent down there 
shortly. 

The impression out of doors,among Naval gentlemen, 
is that her destination is the Pacific. 





FLORIDA CAMPAIGN. 


Public anxiety has been relieved by advices from Gen. 
Scott, who reached Tampa Bay, with the forces under 
his command, on the 5th ult. 

Although no general battle was fought, many com- 
bats and sharp skirmishes took place. The horses were 
much reduced, and many broke down on_the march, 
The measles and mumps had considerably reduced the 
effective force. Further operations will depend upon 


events not yet developed. During the march of the 
several columns, 13 men were killed and 26 wounded. 
The number of Indians killed is supposed to be 24. 
Three hundred and ninety-nine friendly Indians ( one- 
third warriors ) were reported to be on board the trans- 
ports, for their destination in the west. 
We have not room for further particulars this week. 











We make room fora portion of the Report of the 
Secretary of War on the national defence, from the im- 
portance of the subject, in preference to other public do- 
cuments of older date. This report will be concluded 
in our next, or in the number succeeding. 


~~ 





In another column will be found a list of the unfor- 
tunate men, forming the detachment under the command 
of Major Dade, killed by the Seminoles on the 28th 
December last. There are two or three others, whose 
names could not be ascertained with certainty. : 

Also a list of those killed on the 31st December, in 
the action on the Withlacoochee, between Gen. Clinch 
and the Seminoles. 





PILOTAGE OF VESSELS OF WAR. 

An act, entitled ‘an act toamend the several acts, con- 
cerning pilots,” was. passed by the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia on the 23d March last, one of the sections of which 
is as follows : 


« Be it further enacted, That the rates of Pilotage for 
vessels of war shall be as follows :—to wit: from Sea to 
Hampton Roads, two dollars and seventy-five cents per 
foot; from Hampton Roads to Sea, two dollars and se- 
venty-five cents per foot; from Hampton Roads to Nor- 
folk or Portsmouth, one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
foot; and from Norfolk or Portsmouth to Hampton 
Roads, one dollar and twenty-five cents per foot; and 
for every day a pilot shall be detained on board a vessel 
of war, three dollars. 


This act went into operation on the Ist May, 1836. 


Bein 
wr 


Erratum.—In the sketch of the late Major General 
Brown, in our last, the first sentence of the paragraph 
commencing at the foot of page 264, should read thus: 


«There is a moral grandeur in the efforts of unaided 
intellect forcing its way by its own intrinsic powers over 
the conventional barriers of custom and prejudice to the 
commanding eminences of society.” 


—— 








ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


April 25—Major M. M. Payne, 4th Arty. at Fuller’s. 
26—Surgeon Z. Pitcher, do 


Dr. J. P. Russell, do 
28—Lt. Col. S. Burbank, 7th Infy. do 
Major T. C. Legate, 2d Arty. do _ 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 

Washington, May 1, 1836. 
NAVY. 

Capt. S. L. Breese 

Zachariah Holland 

Purser F. G. McCauley 

Capt. W. Ramsay 

Purser P. A. Southall 

Lieut. T. D. Shaw 

Mr.. Thornton 

Francis A. Thornton 


ARMY. 

Dr. Wm. Beaumont 
Lieut. N. J. Eaton 

Linet. A. A. Humphreys 
Lieut. J. E. Henderson 
Capt. D. Hunter 

Major E. Kirby, 
Lieut. D. S. Miles 
Lieut. G. G. Meade 
Lieut. F. H. Smith 
Major Gen. Scott 

REV. CUTTER SERVICE. 
Capt. H. D. Hunter 


MARINE CORPS. 
Lt..Geo. H. Territt. 








PASSENGERS. 
New York, April——per ship Virginian, for Liver- 
pool, Lieut. R. S. Pinckney, of the Navy, and servant. 


April per Bremen brig Anna, from Lisbon, Mid. 
G. F. Sinclair, lately attached to the frigate Constitution. 
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plication of it, from that proposed by Pike. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE ARMY—OFFICERS’ MESSES. 

Mr. Epitror :—lI have observed in the Chronicle of 
the 28d of January, 1836, an article, on the subject ol 
Army Officers’ Messes, signed Pike; the first part ol 
that article published in some former number, I have not 
seen; but that portion of the article which I have seen 
shows plainly that the object of the writer is to have a 
mess system established in the army, for the benefit of 
the unmarried officers; for which purpose he proposes 
to take from the Commandants of Posts, the extra 





-allowance, now made to them inthe siape of double 


rations, and to apply the saine to the use of «+ stablishing 
Regimental or Post messes. I am myself in favor ol 
‘puch messes, provided they are formed by the mutual 
consent of all concerned; and such messes where they 
are so established, and properly inanaged, conduce much 
to the personal cointort and convenience of the individu- 
als composing them; and are often even creditable to 
the Post, or to the Corps in which they exist. But I am 
entirely opposed to the interference of the Government, 
or of the General Officers, in their control and manage- 
ment, in any shape, as proposed by Pike; or to any 
other control, other than by such rules as the officers 
themselves may establish for the government of thei 
mess. But with a view to uniformity, the hour for eat- 
‘ing, both for the officers and soldiers, should be establish- 
ed throughout the army, as it is already by the Ariny 
Regulations, and an observance of that rule should be 
strictly adhered to, by every member of the army in 
camp or garrison. Thus far I, for one, will placidly 
consent and agree to a rigid control by Governmental 
authority, over my messing, but no farther; what an 


‘officer shall eat, in what manner, or with whom he shall 


eat, isa matter over which no authority other than his 
own free will can consistently extend. 

Asto the matter of withdrawing the allowance of extra 
rations to the Commanders of Posts, I also disagree with 
Pike, for I am [ not ] prepared to believe, that the pre- 
sent allowance of double rations is any too great; but if 
the authority granting that allowance, should think it 
necessary to make a reduction thereof, for the purpose of 
benefiting other officers, I would suggest a ditferent ap- 
If, say the 
amount of one rationannually, was taken from wah ot 
them, I would propose that the amount should be ex- 
pended in the following manner :—furnish the number 
of rooms that each officer is allowed by law, with asuit- 
able quantity of plain but decent furniture, say to each 
room, ene bedstead, one table, and six chairs; and to 
each officer, one clothes-press, and a wash-stand, which 
articles should be marked with the number of the room ; 
the same to be considered public property, and as im- 
movable as the component parts of the quarters, in 
which they are fae | 

There might also be allowed to one well regulated 
mess at each Post, a suitable nuinber of tables and chairs 
for one room ; but I would make no farther allowance 
or provision for officers messing; and that, in addition 
to the present allowance, with a suitable allowance 
made to the Commanding Officers of Posts, for purposes 
hereafter mentioned in this article, is as much as any 
officer, or set of officers, should think of asking of the 
Government in the way of messing; and furthermore, 
by pursuing the plan suggested by Pike, injustice on the 
score of public bounties, would be done to the married 
officers, to whom he makes no distribution of the spoils 
of the Commandants of Posts; and it is well known to 
the members of the Army, that near one half of the 
officers are married men, and are living with their fam- 
ilies in the garrisons, to which they respectively belong. 
As to the matter of entertaining, so far as my observa- 
tion has extended, that class of officers contributes as 
much or more, towards the credit of a Post, in enter- 
taining visiters, as the unmarried do; their dinners are 
usually better, and their variety of wines greater, which 
may justly be attributed to the ‘‘better half” of the 
household. 


Bachelor officers are not expected in the course of 
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their entertainments to make a gaudy display of furni- 
ture; and the very nature of their service and duty 
seems to forbid it. The beauty of their entertainments 
should consist in a plain, substantial fare, unattended 
with ostentation or the tardy restraints of fashion; and 
every guest should be made to feel the free and hearty 
welcome, with which he is received by all. 

Ladies arriving at a Military Post, are entertained by 
the ladies of the Post ; and gentlemen visiters unaccom- 
panied by ladies, if not entertained by the Commanding 
Officer, usually lodge with the single gentlemen of their 
acquaintance, who may, both from inclination and duty, 
choose to entertain them. 

As each officer is allowed at least one room, it cannot 
be a'tended with any very great inconvenience to enter- 
tain a triend in the manner to be expected of military 
men; particularly when that officer, in so doing, only 
returns the civilities which he has received, or may in 
his turn expect to receive; and thereby only perforins a 
common duty expected of every gentleman, in whatever 
situation of life he may be. But the situation of the 
commanding officer of a Post is very different, he hav- 
ing often to entertain strangers, arriving at the Post on 
business connected with his public duty, in whom he 
feels no private interest whatever. 

Officers of the army, when among citizens, usually 
receive very marked civilities, which it is their duty to 
return, whenever an opportunity offers; but I can see 
no reason why they should ask the peeuniary aid of Go- 
vernment upon that point. 

Pike complains, that officers are frequently crowded 
from their mess-table, in order to give way, not only to 
acquaintances, but to strangers; which argues, in my 
opinion, that the messes with which he is acquaint- 
ed are badly arranged, for with a well regulated mess 
it requires but little time or trouble, to set an extra plate 
and chair to a visiter, and I am of the opinion that it is 
rarely the case, thata Post mess have to entertain stran- 
gers. mgs officer of the army, on arriving at a mili- 
tary Post, knows it to b: his duty to call first on the 
commanding officer, whose duty it is to offer to him the 
hospitality of the Post, with the means within his own 
control; and if the individual should decline the offer, 
on account of preferring to receive such hospitality or 
entertaininent from some other officer of the Post, with 
whom he may enjoy a more particular acquaintance, or 
friendly intercourse, I can see no reason why he should 
not be allowed to enjoy that preference. Citizens also, 
on arriving ata military Post, look first to the command- 
ing officer for civilities, as such, when itis his duty as an 
officer and a gentleman, to extend it to them; this will 
always be the case, whether that officer draws double 
rations or not; and the commanding officer, being thus 
expected to entertain, and being in honor as wellas duty 
bound to support the credit of the Post, in that part*+u- 
lar, I say—give him an extra allowance for such pur- 
pose, and if he should from parsimony, or other cause, 
neglect so important a matter, let him bear the shame 
and disgrace, consequent thereon. 

Pike, by the way of showing the delinquency of com- 
manding officers of Posts, on the foregoing subject, al- 
ludes to two commanders, of whom he appears to have 
some knowledge, one of them (a Major, he says) has 
an economical pumpkin-pie-making wife, and eats but 
twice a day ; and all that I can see to be objectionable 
in the matter is, that the Major does not take his meals, 
at the hour prescribed by the Army Regulations, and 
consequently neglects his duty in that particular. 

The other commander alluded to by Pike, it appears 
does not entertain strangers and visiters arriving at his 
Post, as becomes his station and duty; but takes them 
for their entertainment to a mess of officers of which he 
is a nominal member; but Pike has not told us that this 
commanding officer does not contribute to the support of 
that mess, with the agreement on the part of its mem- 
bers, to entertain such respectable persons as he may 
bring to their table. If he does not make such contri- 








bution, and does intrude his visiters upon a mess of offf- 
cers, in the manner above mentioned, he must be consi- 
dered by every honorable man, to be highly culpable, 
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and justly merits an appropriate punishment; but in| ed profession, (unless they accept in it some situation be- 
lace of publishing his conduct to the world, as Pike has | low that which they formerly occupied, and this their 
one, through the medium of the public prints, much to | pride seldom, if ever, permits) and from a consciousness 
the prejudice of the character of the officers of the Amer- | of their ill adaptation to commence anew in business or 
ican army, his name should have been brought before | any other profession, they too often despair of everafter 
the army alone, in the shape of charges of ungentleman-!ineeting with success ; their disappointment coupled 
ly and un-officer-like conduct, and an action would bear | with mortification, the severest pang of all to a sensitive 
before a General Court Martial, in all such cases. |mind, often leads to a state of despondency, which if 
Again, it would appear from Pike’s statement that the | they are not already unfitted,is best calculated to unfit 
unmarried commandants usually mess with the single! them forever after leading that life which will benefit 
officers of the Post to which they belong, and do not their friends, or their country. 
make any extra contribution to the mess, on account of! Taking this view of the subject, I agree with the wri- 
entertaining strange visiters. In this matter I am again ter, so far as his remarks are calculated to remedy any 
constrained to disagree with him in opinion, for I can-'evilsthat may exist in the present mode of examining 
not think that there is a commanding officer in the army | midshipmen, and above all I agree with him that no one 
of the United States, so destitute of principle as to lay | “‘ ought to be degraded upon a mere matter of comparative 
himself liable to any such charge. | opinion entertained by a board of professional men.” But 
In another place, Pike says that in some instances of-|I cannot agree with him in the manner that he proposes © 
ficers’ messes are cadnbell to the necessity of using to remedy the evil he complains of; for,in carrying out 
clothless tables, and tin cups. 








In this particular I also his doctrine he only transfers the power out of which 


_ diver with him in opinion, for I do not believe that there the evil arises, from a board of experienced examiners to 


is amess of officers, at any regular garrison in the army, the Secretary of the Navy; and as the latter, in establish- 
reduced to any such necessity ; or they must be poor in- | ing the relative rank by appointinenis, seidom knows any 
deed if they cannot supply themselves better than that, thing of the real character of the applicant—which the 
when a plain set of table furniture, for a mess of five or | former necessarily must, from an examination—I leave 
six officers, would not cost at any Post in the army, | it for all who take an interest in this subject to decide 
more than 10 or 15 dollars. I will admit that tin cups! which of these plans is best calculated to secure justice 
are very generally used by officers in field sersice, and to the young officer, and promote the welfare of the ser- 
it is, there, the most appropriate cup that they can use. | vice. 

I have neither time nor inclination to follow Pike; So far as my opinionis involved, I must say that, 
through the whole range of his long and labored argu- | notwithstanding I can never forget the mortification 
ment, on the subject in question, and therefore in con-| which I felt upon first witnessing my number, still were 
elusion will barely state, that as it will be expected by |it yet to be determined, I would rather it should be done 
almost every visiter arriving at a military Post, to be | upon a hearing and by a board of experienced officers of 
entertained by the commanding officer, as has been| my own profession, than that it should be leit altogether 
shown above—and as his expenses on that account must | to chance, or the influence that I might wield in obtaining 


consequently be much greater than that of any other of- | 
ficer or association of officers at the Post, he should | 
have an extra allowance made him by the Government, 
adequate to the expenses incident on enteriaining such 
persons as may, froin time to time, call upon him in an 
official or —<_- capacity. The necessity of such an’ 
allowance has been long recognized in our service, and | 
I can see no just grounds for any material reduction of 
the amonnt at present allowed; and if any officer to 
whom such allowance is made, should be known to make 
an improper use thereof, or not use it when necessary, 
in the manner for which it was made, he should be held 
to account for his delinquency. 

It has not been my intention, in the course of the 
foregoing remarks, to cast any ill-natured censure upon 
Pike, for I expect that he is honest in his intentions; but 
Heaven avert that he should be considered portraying 
the feelings and conduct of the officers of the army gen- 
erally on the subject of entertainments ; for if I thonght 
so, I am sure that I could not soon again look a visiter 
in the face, to whom it might be my duty or inclination 
to extend civilities. 

It will be borne in mind that the writer of the forego- 
ing is an unmarried officer, and is a member of a mess 
ata Post, where the officers entertain as many strangers, 
as are entertained by officers at any military station in 
the United States. JUSTICE. 





EXAMINATION OF MIDSHIPMEN. 


Mr. Evitor :—I have read with attention the remarks 
of a“ Post Captain; ” together with the accompanying 
extract, signed by “ A Father, ’ that appeared in your 
last number relative to the examination of midshipmen ; 
and in submitting a few observations upon the same sub- 
ject, I will for the present confine my remarks princi- 

ally to those under the signature of «* A Post Captain. ” 

e has touched upon a subject, which, probably above 
all others, interests the midshipmen most, and very natu- 
rally it should, for upon the result of their examination, 
depends in a great measure their future prospects in this 
world ; for if, after six or more years of hard duty and 
anxious anticipation, they are finally rejected by a board 


an appointment early in the year, in preference tothe 
thousand applicants who J understand remain registered 
from one year to anher. 

Again, the writer adds: “ great injustice may be done 
by putting one (officer) below another, whose chief mer- 
it perhaps is derived entirely from inferior (superior, wé 
presume he means) advantages afforded him for the ac- 
quirement of professional knowledge, ” &c. True—butI 
would ask if the same rule does not apply to the for- 
tunate lad, who from his being preferred to other ap- 
plicants, must necessarily rank them, whether upon ex- 
amination he be found better qualified or not ? Rather is 
not the same injustice done in withholding from one a sit- 
uation which he merits, because he was an unfortunate 
applicant; and would it not be a great check to the ambi- 
tion of a young officer to know beforehand, that how- 
ever well he may pass, it does not advance him one inch 
nearer promotion, and if he be the last appointed in the 
same year, that he is continually to remain at the bottom 
of his date? 

In conclusion, I agree with the writer that there is not 
much harmony of opinion among the officers of our pro- 
fession upon professional superiority ; and from many 
individual cases, can affirm upon my own knowledge, 
that there is much force in the common expression, 
that, “‘ an examination is no test of one’s worth.” Yet 


flict with the principle which I wish to maintain—that 
upon the grand fundamental principles of the profession 
on which the young officers are particularly examined, 
there can be but little diversity of opinion. I therefore 
ccme to the conclusion that before an intelligent and ex- 
perienced board of exam:ners, where sufficient attention 


others examined, there need be but little difficulty in estas 
blishing avery correct criterion of worth. As tothe ad- 


ministration, I will remark, that under the most favora- 
ble circumstances, it is useless always to expect justice. 
The thousand little ills that are ever watchful over the 
fate of man, often warp the best intentions and mar the 
brightest anticipations. We must admit our incapability 





of examiners, they are obliged to relinquish their adopt- 


of deciding for ourselves, as well as our reluctance to 
submit our fate to the chances of a lottery, while a 


there are exceptions to the general rule, thatdo not con- — 


is paid to these principles, and the naval character of the. 
candidate, each being considered in relation to that of 
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brighter hope is held out; and who, I would ask, is so 

capable of deciding for us, as experienced officers of 

our own profession ? FALCONER. 
April 16, 1836. 


FORWARD OFFICERS IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. Eprror: From the conclusion of my remarks on 
forward olficers, I was led to believe that those whoin it 
concerned (‘ the worthless and depraved ”) would not, 
in open defiance of public scorn, have made an attempt to 

rove that wrong is right, or dissipation commenda- 

le. -“ Grampus, ” after waiting a reasonable time, and 
finding none so callous and destitute of feeling, as to 
taxe any of the remarks to himself, makes a virtue of 
necessity, throws aside the marlinespike, fists the quill, 
and censures me for exposing the faults of a class of 
mento the public, one of which he is kind enough to 
suppose me to be. 
here is no bad impression pre-existing against for- 
ward officers. It is almost superfluous for me to state 
that all persons in the Navy are treated as they deserve, 
and the rules will not adinit of any dereliction from du- 
ty, or a course of conduct that does not strictly accord 
with propriety and uniformity. I do not know that cap- 
tains are in the habit of treating forward officers otherwise 
than as they deserve ; to the contrary I have ever seen 
them treated according to their merit and behavior. Has 
not Grampus seen, or known, one torward oiliceron board 
of a ship allowed privileges, that it was absolutely neces- 
sary to deprive others of ? and would not similar indul- 
ences have been extended to all, had all been alike wor- 
thy? ee | of the boatswains and gunners prefer sea 
service,and apply for orders accordingly. The Secre- 
tary never orders a forward officer to sea before’ the ex- 
iration of his three months’ leave of absence, unless at 
is own request. 

There are no “ fixtures in our Navy Yards ;” the for- 
ward officers attached to them deserve the preference, 
as much from professional experience as their gentle- 
manly deportinent; and were they to be removed, I 
question whether or not there are others, on the regis- 
ter at present, equally competent to fill their places, and 
the only advantage that they have is the society of their 
friends. The pay of the gunner of a schooner, or sloop 
of war is the same as that of the oldest gunner in the 
service, now at Norfolk, (exclusive of house rent) and 
on board of a frigate or ship of the line it is much 
greater. 

It is absolutely necessary to give acting appointments, 
and if a favorable report is made of a man’s conduct at 
the end of twelve months, he will in nine cases out of 
ten receive a warrant. The deficiency in the number of 
boatswains and gunners at present is to be attributed to 
a want of fitting persons to confer them on; and not 
from any illiberality of the Secretary. 

When an officer is serving under an acting appoint- 
ment he is upon trial, and if he sets decency and deco- 
rum at defiance by violating every rule of social order, 
he has no cause tv complain, if he meets with the punish- 
ment he deserves. 

Appointments are not procured by any seaman who 
chooses to apply; there is no Cabinet or Congressional 
influence in the selection of these men; none but the most 
experienced and meritorious of the petty officers are 
reco:nmeaded, but when promoted, they do not always 
answer the expectation formed of them. These acting 
appointments are easily taken away, and it is better to 
have it so, than to be compelled to call a court martial 
to punish every incorrizible offender. 

Every court martial is an expense to the government, 
and injury and disgrace to the service; the jack is out 
place at the mizen. 

_I have not suid, (nor hasany one else that I am aware 
of ) that all boatswains’ mates and quarter gunners would 
mate good boatswainsor gunners ; but itis fronamong 
these rates that the selections must be made to fill such 
vacancies I regret as much as “ Grampus ” that there is 
not a greater number of this class of officers, and have 
~~ what I presume are the reasons for there being 
80 few. 





I am not ignorant of any thing connected with the 
Navy ; for the last ten years I have only been master of 
my time, five weeks. This many will consider a pretty 
good apprenticeship, and if Grampus has :t-andcd the 
hauser of his “ Social Friendship, ” from Lard service, 
he may deem .from this, that mime may be pretty weil 
stretched. 

I gave a ‘coat’? to no individual, but openly disa- 
vowed any personality in my remarks ; but Grampus 
| knows the proverb: “if the garment fits him he may 
wear it ,”’ and it is no fault of mine if it pinches. At 
all events, I presume Grampus will not spout again on 
thissubject ; if he do, I think it willbe blood. A word 
at parting ; his appeal to the naval officers was very in- 
judicious, as they are a jury that will be sure to decide 
against him, in favor of BARNEY. 


eileen Rianne 
PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, §e. 


IN SENATE, 


Tuurspay, April 21, 1836. 
The bill from the House making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1836, was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


HOUSE QF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuoerspay, April 21. 

Mr. Mercer submitted the following resolution ; which, 
by consent, was considered and adopted ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before this House a statement of the various surveys made 
pursuant to the act of April 30, 1824, specifying therein, as 
nearly as practicable, their respective cost; the date of 
the commencement, and, where already completed, of the 
report of each survey ; and distinguishing such as have had 
their entire expense defrayed out of the annual fund, ap- 
propriated by that act, and the several appropriations oub- 
; sequently made for the same object, from those surveys 
| which have been made at the jointcost of this Govern- 
ment, and various States, Corporations, or associations of 
individuals. 

On motion of Mr. Riptey, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
| Secretary of the Treasury, by commissioners, ( subject to 
| his approbation,) to select sites and prepare reports and 

estimates of hospitals, to be built upon the western rivers 
and lakes, for disabled sick seamen and boatmen on said 
waters. 

Mr. Hawes asked the unanimous consent of the House 
to submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution presented on the 7th day 
of January last, authorizing the appointment of a {Select 
Commnittee to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill for the reorganization of the Military Academy at West 
Point, be made the special order of the day on Tuesday 
next, between the honrs of twelve and one o’clock. 

Objection being made, Mr. Hawes moved to suspend 
the rules for the purpose indicated ; which was decided in 
the negative—yeas 100 nays 67; two-thirds being neces- 
sary. 

Pursuant to order, the House went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Montensere in the 
Chair, on the bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to accept the service of volunteers, 

Mr. McKay moved to amend the bill by restricting the 
power proposed to be conferred on the President to the 
same limitations provided by the act of 1795—namely, that 
volunteers should be received only in the event of inva- 
sion, insurrection, &c. Ina time of profound peace, Mr. 
McKay thought this limitation necessary and proper. 

Mr. R. M. Jounson had no objection to the proposed 
amendment. The Committee did not desire to change any 
principle embraced in the act of 1795. The only new fea 
ture in the bill was to receive volunteers for twelve, in- 
stead of three months, as now provided by law. 

Mr. Bonp inquired whether the bill was intended to 
meet any peculiar emergency, or whether it was contem- 
plated as a general and permanent system? 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, sent to the Clerk’s table a 
letter from the Secretary of War in favor of the provisions 
of the bill, which was read. The passage of the bill, Mr, 
J. believed, would be a saving of expense, and would at 
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the same time be the best mode of providing for the de- 
fence of the frontiers in case of Indian hostilities, &e¢.— 
He had no objection to any limitation upon the power con- 
ferred upon the President, which the gentleman might 
deem proper. 

Mr. AsuhLey was in favor of the principles of the bill. 
He should, however, propose two additional sections, au- 
thorizing the raising Ove imore regiment of dragoons. If 
the bill, as reported, was not acceptable to the House, he 
would tien move his proposition in lieu of the sume. He 
was in favor of providing for the defence of the western 
froaticr, by au eificient foree, which should be kept con- 
Stantly in the service, and an aduitional regiment of dra- 
goons, in his opinion, was preferable to any uther force for 
the protection of that frontier. 

Mr. Evererr preferred the proposition of the gentleman 
from Missouri, (Mr. Ashley.) He was not, however, 
aware of any emergency which should induce them to give 
to the President the extraordinary powers contamed in the 
bill. He should vote fur the amendment of the gentlemen 
from North Carolina and Missouri, ( Messrs. McKay and 
Ashley,) but he should feel himself bound to vote against 
the bill. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, urged the necessity and im- 
portance of the passage of the bill, with such modifications 
as might meet the views of all. The want of similar pre- 
paration had, besides the loss of life, cost the Government 
$2,000,000 in the Black Hawk war. 

Mr. Mann, of New York, was in favor of the bill, under | 
proper limitations. The bill gave the President extraordi- | 
nary powers. The amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, he believed a very judicious one, and ata 
proper time he would move to limit the operation of the | 
act to two vears; and also to restrict the number of men to} 
be called out to5or 10,000 men. If thus guarded, he would 
vote for the bill, mainly because it would supersede a bill 
before the Senate, which proposed a permanent increase 
of the army. 

Mr. Harvin was opposed to the bill as reported from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, principaliy on account 
of the extraordinary power and pstronage, which it con- 
ferred on the President. Mr. H. was proceeding in his 
objections to the provisions of the b.ll, when the hour of 
one having arrived, the committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House took up the bill making appropriations for 
the civil aud diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year 1636; which was passed. 

Fripay, April 22. 

Mr. Corree, from the Committee on Military Aflairs, 
reported a bill to provide for the payment of expenses in- 
curred for supplies furnished the militia engaged in the ser- 
vice of the United States in Florida; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Parsuani to order, the House went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. MunLensBerce in the 
Chair, on the bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to accept the service of volunteers. 

The question pending was the motion of ' 

Mr. McKay, to ameud the bill by restricting the power 
proposed to be conferred on the President to the same limi- 
tatioas provided by the act of 1195—namely, that volun- 
teers should be received only in tae event of invasion, in- 
surrection, &c. 

Mr. Haron .said a few words in favor of the amend- 
ment, and indicated his intention of offering a further 
amendment. 

Mr. Mercer suggested a modification to the following 
purport, providing that the power vested in the President 
of the United States by this act should be exercised only 
in the cases enumerated in the eigth section of the constitu- 
tion of the United States, that the numbers of the volun- 
teers should not exceed five thousand rank and file, and 
that the act should continue in force for two years only from 
the end of the present session of Congress. 

Mr. McKay accepted this as a mvudification of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Witutams, of North Carolina, was in favor of a re- 
strictio.: of the number to five thousand men. He under- 
stood the gentleman from Missouri to say that no more than 
one thousand men would be sufficient for the protection of 
the Missouri frontier. 

Mr. AsHLey explained that he — an additional re- 

ere. 








Mr, Wix.iaMs resumed, and opposed the bill. 


Mr. Sevier was opposed to any restriction, and” gave a: 
brief description of the present position of the western and — 


Mexican frontiers, as proving the necessity of the immedi-. 
ate passage of the bill. ; 
Mr. Reyno os, of Illinois, stated, that he considered it a 
duty to apprise the cummittee of the restless and even 
hostile disposition of the Indians on the northwestern fron- 
hier. He did not pretend to know more than other gentle- 


men on this subject, who had the same means of informa-- 


tion, or to state it better. But such wus the true state of: 
the Indians generally, he had no doubt. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that if the committee would 
reflect for a moment on the condition of the western fron- 
tier, it struck him that they would retain the maximum 
of numbers in the bill. 

Mr. Catnoon, of Kentucky, said: Mr. Speaker, } entire- 
ly concur with the gentleman from New York, ( Mr. Came’ 
breleng, ) in the necessity uf strengthening our military 
force on the western fronuer—tor himself, he should vote 
for an inercase of our force in that quarter, as well on ac- 


count of the danger which we had a right to apprehend of a 


rupture with the Indians, as from the events which are’ 
occurring in the province of Texas. Sir, said Mr. C., if 
our information does not deceive us, a most bloody war is 
waging on our borders, between the Texians and Mexicans 
—a war which for its cruelty on the part of the Mexieans, 
is without an example in the history of savage nations—a 
war in which the Mexican General sets at defiance, all the 
rules of civilized warfare—shall we not prepare to see at 
least, that the bloody flag shall halt at our border ? 

Mr. C. said he did not desire to embarrass the adminis- 
tration, in regard to the delicate relations between this 
country and Mexico, by any hasty movement of his—nor 
would he on the present occasion, inquire how far it might 
be the duty of this Government to compel the Mexicans, 
in this contest, to observe the rules of civilized warfare, 
He wished to say to the administration, that in such an ef- 
fort, they should have his cordial support. , 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, did not understand that this bill, 
in any way, proposed to enlarge the power of the President 
of the United States, but merely authorized him to relieve 


the States, by accepting, in lieu of the force to be furuished: 


by them, the services of volunteers. 

Mr. Wapvpy THomeson said he.was opposed to an ins 
crease of the army; nevertheless, he felt constrained by 
the highest considerations of duty, to support a measure 
for the protection of our frontier. He belicved that there 
were causes now at work, which would make it necessary 
to prepare for an Indian war on oar western frontier, of an 
extent and ferocity which had not been witnessed. * * 

As io the invasion spoken of, he thought no sensible man; 
would entertain such an idea for a moment; and as to that. 
f llow, Santa Anna, if the House and the Government were 
of the same opinion Mr. T. was, they would cut off all di- 
plomatic intercourse with such a wretch. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained. 
any fear of an invasion by a Mexican army ; what he said 
was that the Mexicans might reach our frontier, and that 
circumstance might be the cause of stirring : p the Indians 
to hostilities against the United States. 

Mr. THompson would give the bill his warm support, if 
it was amended so as not to call the troops into service un- 
less in case of an actual Indian war, or good reason to ap- 
prehend such war, He considered five thousand men suf- 
ficient, and six months long enough period of time. 

Mr. Harrison said it was the part of wisdom to prepare 
for a difficulty with those western Indians while they could 
do so, and endeavor to arrest it. + * ” 

He considered it was best to have a good and sufficient 
force to put down the war at once if one should break out, 
arid therefore hoped the bill would pene. 

The hour of one having arrived, the Committee, pursuant 
to the order of the House, rose and reported progress. 

Mr. AsHLEyY moved to-suspend the rule for this day for 
the purpose of proceeding with the consideration of the 
bill authorizing the President to accept the service of vol- 
unteers, and the bill for.the better protection of the -west- 
ern frontier; which was agreed to—ayes 110, uoes 40. 

The House again went into Committee, Mr. MuHLEN- 
BERG in the.Chair. The former bill was again taken up. 

‘ The amendment of Mr. McKay was agreed to as modi- 
ied. 

The question recurred upon the amendment of Mr. Asu- 
LEY, which proposed to raise an additional regiment of dra- 

oons. 
: Mr. Asuiey said infantry were of little use to 
the woods against fadions, te 
were necessary to occupy the posts; and in case of a wat 


ut in 
it they were serviceable, 


He did not say there was, 
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to fall back and protect the frontier. 


The war in geen 
showed the truth of this assertion. 


Mounted men were 


cavalry as ten thousand nen. 
tion, and of not to the utmost extent they could go, especi- 


He was in favor of limita- 


tre only kind of troops to put into the field against the In- | ally without any information having been furnished to prove 
dians, but it must not be supposed that one little regiment, | its necessity. 


however brave and skiliul they might be, could protect 
that frontier extending from the lakes to the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. 

Mr. Grance_nr rose to give his assent to the general pur- 
poses of the bill, but particularly to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri. a * 

One word in relation to what had been said by his col 
league, (Mr. Cambreleng. ) It seemed that a war panic 
must be kept up somewhere, and he supposed an army 
would next be raised to protect us from the invasion of Sau- 
ta Anna. 

_Mr. CampBre_enc observed that he had said nothing 
about invasion by Santa Anna. Whathe had said was 
that in the case vf Santa Anna’s coming to our frontier, it 
might stir up the Indians to commit depredations. 

Mr..Gr\Ncoea regretted that his colleague should have 
connected Santa Anna’s name even with our frontier Indians. 
He said, if his blood-stained flag should ever be brought so 
near our territory that its folds could be scen, the valley 
of the Mississippi and Ohio and the whole western country 
would be poured upon that frontier, and his colleague as 
well as himself, well kuew, that when the hunters of Ken- 
tucky and the Tennessee riflemen were in the field, the 
enemy had better Jook out. 

Mr. Ripcey addressed the House at some length. 

Mr. Wuite, of Florida, hoped the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri would prevail. It was substantially 
the same as Mr. W. himself had proposed to another bill 
some eight or nine weeks ago, and which, if adopted then, 
would have saved the Government at least half a million of 
dollars. 

Mr. Mass, of New York, expressed his surprise that 
this bill should be embarrassed by gentlemen coming from 
the quarter of the country most interested in it, with pro- 
positions which he conceived to be highly objectionable ; 
such as the one pending, to incorpurate a new force in the 
regular army of the United States: in other words, to in- 
crease the standing army upon mere surmise. 

Mr. Gtascock was in favor of the formation of such a 
corps as that proposed in the amendinent. He remarked, 
that official advices had been received, that serious appre- 
hensious were entertained from the Creek Indians on the 
borders of Georgia and Alabama, and the effect of this 
amendirent, if adopted, would go far to secrre the peace 
and tranquillity of that quarter 


Mr. Hansecan replied to Mr Mawswn, and supported 
the amendment. He referred to the great efficiency of 
mounted men in the Black Hawk war, in the campaigns on 
the Wabash, before and after the battle of Tippecanoe, in 
the last war on the northwestern frontier, and in the cam- 
paign of Colonel Dodge. He referred to advices he had re- 
ceived of the temper of the Indians at present on the west- 
ern and northwestern frontier, from whom apprehensions 
were justly entertained. Mr.H adverted to the fact, that 
the Indians themselves used horses in their excursions, be 
ing always well mounted, and that the prairics afforded 
ample forage for their sustenance, as also for the subsist- 
ence of our own horses. As Texas had been alluded to by 
several gentlemen, and the possibility of Santa Anna’s ap- 
proach to our frontier suggested, he would only speak as 
one, that for himself, were the powers and resources of the 
American Government at this moment under his control, he 
would lend them all; and with all the energy ever given 
by man to any cause, to aid in inflicting deserved punish- 
ment upon the monsters who at San Antonio, and elsewhere 
had offered an insult to every civilized nation of the earth, 
by their brutal atrocities. He would never pause, never 
hesitate, never faulter, until every miscreant who had stood 
beneath the wavings of the bloody flag, had found beneath 
= soil of Texas a bloody grave, never till Texas was 

ree. 

Mr. Giittet moved to insert the following words in the 
amendment: ‘if the President shall hereafter deem such 
gee necessary ;”’ which 

r. ASHLEY accepted as a modification. 

Mr. GILLET was convinced the additional force for the 
western frontier should be provided for. 

Mr. AsuLey then withdrew his acceptance of Mr. Git- 
LET’s modification, and accepted that of Mr. Wuirte of 
Florida, to insert the words ‘‘ or mounted riflemen. ” 

Mr. Mann, of New York, said a few words in rejoinder 


' « the gentleman who had replied to him. He was not op- 


posed to the bill, but he could not bring himself to concur 


The debate was further continued by Messrs. AsuLEY, 
Wit E, of Florida, McKeon, Everett, Trompson, of 8. 
C., Hoar, R. M. Jonnsox, Avams, Lonp, and Win- 
LIAMS, 

‘The amendment of Mr. Ashley was then adopted—ayes 
96, noes 40. 

Mr. Harpin moved to amend the first section by adding 
the following: ‘* Jn the same manner as the militia of the 
several States and Territories are now aj pointed and com- 
missioned, and as militia, said mounted mien, When in ser- 
vice, shall be considered.’ Agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS n.oved to insert a specific appropriation of 
$300,000 fur the pay of the troops to be employed under 
the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. M’Kay contended there was no necessity for a spe- 
cific appropriation, because the number of men was pro- 
vided for and their pay was regulated by the bill. 

Mr. ApamMs could not subscribe 10 that doctrine. He 
thought they might as well throw out all the specific clauses 
in the civil list bill and make a general enactment for so 
much as was required for that branch of the service, as 
leave this bill without specifying the precise sum to be ex- 
pended in the object of it. 

Mr. R. M. Jounson was willing to accept the amend- 
ment. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. Apams moved a proviso to the bill, that nothing 
therein contained should be so construed as to deprive the 
persons so called into the service of the United States of 
any privilege belonging tothe militia, when called into the 
service of the Government, which was agreed to. 

Mr. WuittLesey moved to strike out the fourth section, 
providing for the payment of horses lost in the service; 
agrecd to, 

Mr. Everett moved to limit the term of service from 
twelve months to ‘siz or’? twelve months; agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside, and the committee took up 
the bill to provide for the better protection of the western 
frontier. 

Mr. Sevier proposed an amendment to the bill, pendin 
which the committee rose and reported the first bill an 
«smendments ; and on the latter, asked leave to sit again. 

The House then adjourned. 
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List of Soldiers killed in the battles on the Withlacoocheein 
Florida, on the 23th and 31st December, 1835. 


MAJOR DADE’S COMMAND. 
( 28th Dec. 1835. ) 
WHERE BORN 
Town or 
County. 
Company B, 4th Regt. Infy. 
Serg’t. Peter Thomas Philadelphia Pennsylvania 


NAMES. 
State. 











m the expediency of raising all at once so large a body of 


Priv’t. John Barnes Cavan Ireland 
** ~~ Daniel Campbell Inverness Scotland 
*¢ Enoch Cates Orange North Carolina 
‘¢ Martin Cunningham Philadelphia Pennsylvania 
‘¢ John Doughtey Dutchess New York 
** Cornelius Donovan Cork Ireland 
«| William Downs Baltimore Maryland 
‘« Samuel Hall Belfast Ireland 
‘« Willie Jones Wake North Carolina 
‘John 4 arkham Amherst Virginia 

Company B, 2d Regt. Arty. 

Priv’t. Edwin Decourcey Maidstone England 
‘¢ Edward Boston Lankarkshire Seotland 
‘* Michael Kenney Armagh Ireland 
‘* Anthony Laughlin Sligo * 

«© John McWiggin Monaghan - 
‘¢ James McDonald Clare = 
‘* John McCartney Longford ee 
‘«« Hugh Peery Down ¥ 
** Patrick Rooney Sligo * 
Company H, 2d Regt. Art’y. 

Priv’t. Richard R. Bowen New York New York 
‘* Henry Brondan Hoffendorff Prussia 
«John Craig Antrim Ireland 
‘¢ John Kerins Migow “ 

‘¢ Hugh McMce Tyrone es 

«¢ John A. Patton Alexandria District of Col. 
** Reuben Phillips Philadelphia Pennsylvania 
‘* Thomas Thornton Kingston Canada 

‘* Hiram Taylor York , Pennsylvania 
“William Wright Boston Massachusetts 
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ae WHERE BORN. H ARMY. 
NAMES, Town or . : : - 
County. State. First a. Ne P. pete sep gr gn Florida, 
‘ ’ ordered to Washington for duty in the Indian Department. 
Serg’t. John ae ny C, Dlineeeh y Scotland Second Lieut. H. — 3d Infy., assigned to tem- 
Philip Cooper Coburg Saxony porary duty at West Point. 
John Lovis Burlington New Jersey — 
Thomas Savin Autrun Ireland REINSTATED. 
. Michael Ryan rT Captain B. L. E. Bonneville has been re-instated by the 
Nicholas Clark Lawrens New York President, by and with the advice and consent of the See 
James Dunlap Cumberland Maine nate, as Captain in the 7th regiment of Infantry, to take 
Fifer William Carney Londonderry Ireland — prem bony aoe eal and oye tu proceed immedi- 
Drum’r. Charles T. Heck Lancaster Pennsylvania | ately to Fort Gibson and report lor duty. 
Artif?r. George Howard Trenton New Jersey —_ 
Willian Black Baltimore Mary land RESIGNATIONS. 
Richard Bourke Rathkeale Ireland Capt. N. Tillinghast, 7th Infy., to take effect 31 Dec. 1836. 
Rufus Barton Ulster New York First Lieut. Ww. Ww. Mather, 7th Infy., 31 Oct. 
Owen Boyen West Meath Ireland - iceman, 
Thomas Davis Philadelphia Pennsylvania NAVY. 
Robert Green Balti nore Maryland : 
Isaac C. ao pee New York tie ie re of SF ee Shark. 
Alpheus Gillett ro se - Boerum, Lieutenant Commanding. 
John Ualtor | = Pennsylvania Lieutenants—A. A. Harwood, kK. J. Totten, T. W. 
John Hurley Limerick Ireland Brent. Master—C. Heywood. Purser—D. Fauntleroy. 
William Holmes Longford 93 Passed Asst. Surgeon—D. Egbert. Passed Midshipman— 
yea 3 mer a . e : 4 2 ee eee A. Bacon, W. Konck- 
aron Jewe yindham ermon - Robinson. 
Thomas Knarr Lehigh Pennsylvania : —- 
ent oe Stmarich Ireland Recent orders and changes. 
illiam Nee err ’ : : oe 
William Robertson Aberiicen Scotland dein. Surgeon R. M. Baltzer, to the Hospital at Phila 
ereig oe ty to Ireland Asst. Surgeon L. W. Minor, to the Rendezvous at Balti- 
3 . more. 
Casper Schneider Hesse Germany Lieut. H. H. Cocke to the Navy Yard, Pensacola, vice 
William Taylor Mote Vermont Lieut. J. M. Mclutosh, relieved 
Isaac Taylor Ann Arundel Maryland 2 “ ‘ 


Joseph Wilson 


Orville } Swen a = 
mpany B, ext. Arl’y. 
oo ‘4 ’ Rhode Island 


Sackets Harbor New York 


Windsor 


Serg’t. Benjamin Chapman Smithfield 


John Valing 
Austin W.C. 


Artifr. Henry Wagner 


Priv’t. George Bertram 

. Carpenter 
Patrick Cumasky 
Samuel E. Dodge 
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Artif. Chas. D. Montgomer 
Company 


Ben. 


Wa. Flannagin 
John C. Folk 


George Herlyhigh 


Jorden Hall 


Samuel Kinkerly 


Jacub Kneeland 
Samuel Lemon 


William Minton 


Donald Monroe 
John Mulcahy 


Wa. D. Randall 


Joho Schaffer 
Joseph Sprague 
Henry Senran 


Washington Tuck 
Richard Vreeland 
Sanuel S. Wright 


John Williams 


Sylvester Welsh 
Daniel Wechsung 


George York 


Farley Giles 

Corp’l. George G. Young 
Philander Wells” 

Alexander Jones 


Foster 
Utica 
Salem 
Berks 
Edinburgh 
Latentown 


New York 
Mayo 
Altona 
Cranston 
Long Island 
Franklin 
Baltimore 
Lancaster 
Mendham 
Albany 
Waterford 
Pompey 








Washington 
Hanover 
Farmington 
Bergen 
Belfast 
Wexford 
Cumberland 
Berka 
Farnham 


Vermont 


Germany 
Virginia 
Rhode Island 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Scotland 
New York 
Ireland 
New York 
Ireland 
Germany 
Rhode Island 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Maryland 
Pennsylvania 
New Jersey 
New York 
Ireland 

New York 
Germany 
Vermont 
Germany 
Maine 

New Jersey 
Ireland 

“ce 

Pennsylvania 
German 
Englan 


GENERAL CLINCH’S COMMAND. 


( 3ist December, 1335. ) 


Company D, 2d Artillery. 
Prv’t. Andrew Schearecker Biesola 


Compan 
Artifr. Wm. McGrew 


F, 2d Artillery. 
ai York . 


Company C, 3d Artillery. 


Priv’t. John Coulter 
Company C, 1st Ariille 
Priv’t. Wm. Moody* 


* Died 8th January, 1836, of wounds. 


Delaware 


, 3d Artillery. 


Albany 


Fayetteville North Carolina 


Germany 

Pennsylvania 
New York 
New York 


Lieut. W. M. Armstrong to the command of the Receiv- 
iug Ship at Norfolk, vice Lieut. A. Fitzhugh, relieved. 

Passed Mid. D. D. Porter, duty on Coast Survey, to be 
attached to Schr. Jersey, in place of P. Mid. U Fairfax, 
relieved. 

Mid. F. Oakes, on Coast Survey, to be attached to Schr. 
Experiment. 

Mid. W. Scandrett Smith for duty at the Rendezvous, 
partes in place of P. \.id. C. H. Poor, promoted and re- 
ieved. 

Ship Warren, Captain Taylor, sailed from Key West on 
the loth ult. for Havana and Pensacola. 

Frigate Potomac, Ship Joha Adams, and Schr. Shark, 
sailed from Gibraltar for Lisbua on the 25th March. 
, a Erie sailed from Rio Jaueiro for Riola Plata, March 

th. 

Ship Vincennes, Capt. Aulick, was at Liutin about the 

10th Jan. from the islands in the Pacific. 


MAILS 
For the Mediterranean will be made up, as usual, on the 
10th and 25th of each month, to be sent via New York. 
For the Pacific, on the 6th, to be furwarded as usual by 
packet from New York on the 10th, via Kingston, Jamaica. 
Letters may be also forwarded by the brig Urn, to sail 
from Baltimore, in about fifteen days for Valparaiso. 


er 








MARRIAGE. 


At Charlestown, Mass., on the 16th ult., N. A. PREN- 


TISS, of the U.S. Navy, to Miss ABBY WELSH, daugh- 
ter of Samvuet Payson, Esq. 











DEATHS. 


At West Pount, of scarlet fever, on the Lith ult., Carua- 
RINE, aged 6 years and 7 months; on the 17th, Jane, aged 
4 years and 7 inoaths ; and oa the 2th, Joun, aged3 years 
—all of them children of Dr. W. V. Wuearon, U. 8. 
Army. 

At Fort Gibson, on the 25th March, WasnineTon, eld- 
est soa of Lieut. W. Seawe .t, of the U.S. Army, in the 
third year of his age. 


REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS AND PATRIOTS. 

In Baltimore, on the 18th ult., after a few days illness, 
Mr. JOHN WILLIAMS, in the 79th year of his age. He 
was in the army ut the south, at the battle of Eutaw, com- 
manded by Col. Joun Eacer Howarp. He lived and 
died respected by all who knew hin. 

Near Yancyville, Caswell county, N. C., the 2d ult. 








Mr. JONATHAN STARKIE, aged 76 years. 
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